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BY CHARLES NEGUS, 


(Continued from page 309.) 


THE STATE AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY. 


The State Agricultural Society of the State of Iowa has 
been recognized by the Legislature as a State institution; 
and the standing, which it has attained, renders it a matter 
of interest to know its origin and early history. 

The first paper ever published in Iowa, entirely devoted to 
agricultural interests, was the Jowa Lurmer and Horticulturist, 
a monthly periodical, published at Burlington, by Morgan, 
McKinney & Co., and edited by James W. Grimes and J. F. 
Tallant. 

This paper was published in book form, of sixteen pages to 
each number, and was conducted by the editors with much 
ability. 

The first number of this paper was published in May, 1853. 

One of the leading objects of the editors seemed to be te 
excite an emulation in the organizing of Agricultural Societies. 

At this time there had been but very little interest taken 
in agricultural exhibitions. 

A few counties had organized societies, and made an 
attempt to hold fairs. 

In February, 1851, the Legislature passed a law, by which 
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every County Agricultural Society in the State was author- 
ized to draw fromthe State Treasury a sum equal to the 
amount raised by the society; provided ya sum did not ex- 
ceed fifty dollars a year. “< 

This act elicited some interest, and a few counties availed 
themselves of the benefit of the law; but by an act passed in 
January, 1853, this law was amended, so that each county 
could draw from the State Treasury two hundred dollars. 

This law gave a new impetus to agricultural interests; and 
most of the counties in the State, which had not done it 
before, immediately proceeded to organize, and put into suc- 
cessful operation Agricultural Societies. 

Among the counties whieh first commenced to hold these 
exhibitions was Jefferson county; and by the energy of her 
citizens their efforts in this direction had attracted some 
attention abroad. 

In the first number of the Jowa Farmer and Horticulturist, 
the editors of that paper, in speaking of Agricultural Societies, 
said: ‘*In a year or two we hope to see an Agricultural Fair 
at some central point like Fairfield for the whole of Southern 
Towa.” | 

This notice seemed to meet with favor, and ir the next 
number they proposed ‘ that there be a meeting at Fairfield, 
Jefferson county, of all who felt interested in the subject, for 
the purpose of forming an Agricultural Society, and that this 
meeting be held at the time of the next county fair.” 

No one seemed to take any particular interest in this 
matter, and there was no meeting held as proposed. 

But the last business done at the county fair of Jefferson 
county in 1853, on “ motion of C. W. Stagle, it was resolved ; 
that the officers of the soeiety be instructed to take immediate 
steps to effect the organization of a State Agricultural Soci- 
ety, and use their influence to haye said society hold its first 
exhibition at Fairfield.” 

At a meeting of the Directors of the Society on the 12th of 
November, 1853, the first business done ‘on motion of C. 
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' FNesus; it was resolved ;—that the President, Vice-President 
4 and Trustees be constituted a committee, to act immediately 
_ in accordance with a resolution passed at the last meeting of 
: the Society, in relation to the organization of a State Aerial 
; tural Society.” 


_ In pursuance with this resolution P. L. Huyett, President; 
q rO. B. Baldwin, Vice-President, and J. M. Shaffer, Beaperaiy! 
on the 21st of November, 1853, published a card to the differ- 
_ ent Agricultural Societies of the State of Iowa, for the purpose 
of organizing a State Agricultural Society, respectfully inviting 
_ the societies “ to be represented by delegates, nine in number, 
to meet in Fairfield on the 28th of the following December.” 
The time for the meeting arrived; it was a pleasant winter 
* day, but only Henry, Jefferson, Lee, Van Buren, and Wapello 
counties were represented, awd not a full delegation from any 
county except Jefferson. 


The meeting was held in the court house, and to a small 
extent was a pomaceous exhibition, for J. W. Fraizer 
brought with him a large variety of apples, which he first 

_exhibited for inspection, and then distributed for trial as to 
their quality among the members of the convention. 


Besides the counties represented communications were read 
from Scott, Muscatine and Des Moines counties. 

The meeting was organized by electing D. P. Inskeep, of 
Wapello county, as President, and Dayid Sheward, of Jeffer- 


son county, as Secretary. 


Sheward at that time was editor and proprietor of a news- 
paper establishment in Fairfield, who had recently come to the 
State; but afterwards became extensively known among the 


craftsmen of printers. 


A committee was appointed to draft a Constitution and 
By-Laws, suitable for the organization of a State Agricultural 
Society, consisting of Josiah Hinkle, of Lee; Timothy Day, of 
Van Buren; P-L. Huyett, of Jefferson; Thomas Sibeter, and 
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J. W. Frazier, of Henry county, who in the afternoon made their 
report, which was unanimously adopted.* . 


*The following is the Constitution and By-Laws: ; ies 

The style of this Society shall be “The Iowa State Agricultural Socie- 
ty.” Its objects shall be the promotion of Agriculture, Horticulture, 
Manufactures, Mechanics and Household Arts. 3 

Sec. 1. The Society shall consist of such citizens of the State as 
shall signify by writing or otherwise, their wishes to become members, 
and shall pay, on subscribing, not less than one dollar, and one dollar 
annually thereafter, which fee shall be paid on or before the 1st day of 
June, also of honorary and corresponding mémbers. 

Sec. 2. The officers shall consist of a President, Vice-President, and 
three Directors from each County Society, who together shall constitute 
a Board of Control for the general management of the business of the 
Society. 

Sec. 8. The Recording Secretary shall keep the minutes of the Soci- 
ety. The Corresponding Secretary shall carry on the correspondence 
with other Societies, with individuals and with the general committees 
in the furtherance of the objects of the Society. 

Src. 4. The Treasurer shall keep the funds of the Society, and disburse 
them on the order of the President or the Board of Control, counter- 
signed by the Recording Secretary, and shall make their report of re- 
ceipts and expenditures at the annual meeting. He shall give bond in 
the penal sum of $3000 for the faithful performance of his duties and the 
payment of all moneys in his hands. 

Src. 5. The Board of Control shall take charge of, and distribute 
and preserve all seeds, books, medals, &c., which may be transmitted to 
the Society, and shall have also the charge of all communications de- 
signed or calculated for publication, and so far as they may deem ex- 
pedient, shall collect, arrange, and publish the same in such manner as 
they may deem best calculated to promote the object of this Society. 

Sec. 6. The Managers are charged with the interests of the Society, 
in the counties in which they shall respectively reside, and will consti- 
tute a medium of communication between the Board of Contra] and the 
remote members of the Society. 

Sec. 7. There shall be a meeting of the Society at the place for the 
Fair on the 25th day of October, 1854, and at such time thereafter as the 
Board of Control may direct, at which time all the officers shall be 
elected by a majority of the members present, by ballot. Extra meet- 
ings may be convened by a call of the President at one months’ notice. 
Nine members shall be a quorum for the transaction of business. 

Sec. 8. This constitution may be amended by a vote of two-thirds of 
the members attending any annual meeting after two months’ notice of 
es proposed amendment being given through the public papers of the 
State. . 

BY-LAWS. 


Art. 1. The President shall preside at all meetings of the-Board of 
Control of the Society. He shall deliver all premiums and diplomas for 
articles exhibited at the Fair of the Society, to persons entitled thereto 
and when the same are to be paid in money he shall draw orders there- 
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_ The Constitution and By-Laws, though not as perfect as 
they might have been, answered very well the purpose for 
which they were designed. ; 
‘ They provided, that the society should be managed by a 
President, Vice-President and three Directors from each 
Se cnnty society in the State, who should be styled a Board of 
Control. 
r ‘ Thomas W. Clagett, of Lee county, was elected President. 
_ Clagett was a native of Maryland, a man of wealth, and a 
_lawyer by profession; but took great interest in agricultural 
pursuits, and became quite noted in Iowa as a man who took 
an interest in public affairs, and also as a newspaper editor. 
D. P. Inskeep, of Wapello county, was elected Wiees 
President. 

Inskeep had recently moved to Iowa from Ohio, was a man 
of capital, and extensively engaged in farming, and had 
given special attention to the raising of fine stock, and took 
great interest in any thing pertaining to agricultural pursuits. 
J. M. Shaffer, of Jefferson county, was elected Secretary. 

Shaffer was then quite a young man, a native of Pennsyl- 
vania, came to Fairfield, fresh from college, and commenced 


for on the Treasurer. He shall also perform‘all other duties usually 
pertaining to such office. 

Art. 2. The Vice-President shall, in case of the death, sickness, 
absence or resignation of the President, perform all the duties of the 
President till the next annual election. 

Art. 3. <All members of the Society, who have paid their annual 

‘fee shall be admitted free to al! exhibitions of the Society, and the Board 
of Control shall each year fix the prices of admission to the exhibition, 
of all persons not members. 

Arr. 4. Competitors for crops shall state in writing the character of 
the ground, the time and method of preparing it, the time of planting or 
sowing, the mode of cultivation, the kind of seed, the time of reaping or 
gathering it, with the number of bushels to the acre, which must be cer- 
tified to by at least two disinterested persons, or be duly authenticated 
by oath of the competitor himself, and no crop shall come into competi- 
tion unless these regulations be complied with. 

Art. 5. No antimal or article on exhibition, which has taken two 
premiums at previous Fairs of the Society, in the came class, will be 
allowed to be entered. 

Art. 6. Members neglecting to pay their annual fee till the day of 
exhibition will be charged twenty-five cents in addition to it. 
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the practice of medicine. He had a strong inclination for 
natural history, and had devoted much time to the collection 
of the various kinds of snakes and birds that were found in 
Towa, and preserving them in their life-like appearance. 


He was for many years connected with the State Agri-— 


cultural Society, and collected and published many valuable 
statistics relating to the State of lowa. 

C. W. Slagle, of Jefferson county, was elected Correspond- 
ing Secretary. ; 

Slagle was a native of Pennsylvania, a lawyer by profes- 
sion, but a man who took much interest in public matters. 

W. B. Chamberlin, of Des Moines county, was elected 
Treasurer. 


Chamberlin was a native of the New England States, a 
celebrated physician, and by his energy and industry accumu- 
lated much wealth, and took great interest in horticulture and 
literary pursuits. 

Besides these officers there were thirty-nine directors 
elected; three from each county in which societies had been 
formed.* 


To further aid in making the society a success, George W. 
McCleary, George 8. Hampton, of Iowa City; David Rorer, of 
Burlington; Ralph P. Lowe, of Keokuk, and George Gillaspy, 
of Ottumwa, were appointed a committee “ to memmorialize 
the General Assembly of the State of Iowa, for the purpose of 


*The Directors-were as follows: 

Lee county.—Arthur Bridgman, Reuben Brackett and Josiah Hinkle. 
Van Buren.—Timothy Day, Dr. Elbert and William Campbell. 
Henry.—Thomas Siviter, Amos Lapham and J. W. Frazier. 
Jefferson.—P. L. Huyett, John Andrews and B. B. Tuttle. 
Wapello.—Richard Warden, Gen’l Remsey and Uriah Briggs. 
Mahaska.—Wm. McKinley, Sr., John White and M. T. Williams. 
Polk.—Dr. Brooks, Thomas Mitchell and Wm. McKay. 

Des Moines.—J. F. Tallant, Henry Avery and ©. C. Nealley. 
Louisa.—George Key, Francis Springer and Joshua Marshall. 
Muscatine.—J. H. Wallace, James Weed and John A. Parvin. 
Dubuque.—Hon. W. Y. Lovell, O. McRaney and L. Langworthy. 
Johnson.—R. H. Sylvester, Hon, Le Grand Byington and C. Sanders, 
Scott.—J, A. Buchard, J. Thorington and L, Summers. 
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a bill rendering pecuniary aid to the furtherance of a perma- 
nent establishment of a State Agricultural Society.” 
4 Any citizen of Iowa could become a member of this society 
_by signifying in “writing or otherwise their wish to become 
z a member, and pay on subscribing not less than one dollar. ” 
_ The first person who signified his wish to become a member, 
he his dollar was Charles Negus, of Jefferson county. 
_ Clagett, immediately upon being notified of his election, took 
a deep interest in the society, and issued an address to the 
farmers of Iowa, setting forth the importance of the organ- 
ization, and the necessity of raising money to successfully put 
_it into operation, and as an inducement to others, he proposed 
“to give fifty dollars in aid of the first Fair, to be expended 
_in the following manner: Twenty-five dollars for the best 
five ears of Indian corn in the State; fifteen dollars for the 
second best, and ten dollars for the third best.” 

On the 6th of June, 1854, the Board of Officers of the Iowa 
State Agricultural Society held their first meeting at Fairfield, 
and ‘‘ adopted a premium list, and made the necessary pre- 
parations for holding a State Fair. 

_ For the first State Fair the Legislature made no appropria- 
tion, and the society was dependent on its own resources. 

And for want of funds the premiums offered were small, and 
for some things which other State societies had offered premi- 
ums there was not any thing offered. 

And among the causes of dissatisfaction in this respect, a 
correspondent to the Jowa Farmer, who signed her name 
Laura, complained that there was no premium offered for 
female equestrians. 

To this complaint Clagett replied that his “‘ gallantry would 
not permit this complaint to go unconsidered,” and at his own 
expense he offered ‘a fine gold watch to the boldest and most 
graceful female equestrian who would enter for the prize.” 

For the fair grounds, about five acres were inclosed with a 
rail fence, made by setting two rails together a few inches 
apart, perpendicular in the ground at intervals of about nine 
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feet from.each other, and fastened together at the top, 
between which other*rails were laid, one upon another, till 
they made a fence about eight feet high. . 

Within the inclosure a handsomely graded circular track, | 
some thirty feet wide, and about a fifth of a mile around, was | 
prepared for the accommodation of the equestrians; around ~ 
which was stretched a rope. 7 

Stables for horses and cattle, and pens for hogs and sheep 
were made like the fence—with rails. 

A display room, committee room, and a stand for the judges | 
were prepared with rough boards, and covered with canvass. 

The effort to organize a State Agricultural Society met with 
better success than the warmest friends of the enterprise had 
expected. , 

All parts of the State were represented, and it was estimated 
that ten thousand persons attended the exhibition. 

Jesse C. Ware acted as Chief Marshal, who, with several 
assistants, caused every thing to be conducted systematically, 
so that the best of order prevailed; and it was a noted fact 
that during the three days’ exhibition there was not an intox- 


icated man seen in town. 

Ware was a physician by profession, one of the early 
settlers of Iowa, and took great interest in agricultural fairs, 

There were some things which attracted much attention. 
Among these was a cheese, which weighed three hundred and 
sixty pounds. 

This cheese was made on the fourth of July, at Denmark, in 
Lee county, by a large number of the farmers contributing 
their milk for this purpose. 

At the election previous to the Fair there was a change in 
the political policy of the State; and James W. Grimes had 
been elected Governor; and in token of respect for his political 
success, his friends purchased this mammoth cheese, and made 
him a present of it. 

J. P. McKinney, from Dubuque, had on exhibition a large 
number of neatly executed daguerreotype pictures, which 
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attracted the attention of large numbers of spectators. | 

_ Mr. Moore, of Ft. Des Moines, had a large variety of stuffed 
birds, preserved in such a way that they presented a life-like 
“appearance, and the only thing that admonished the observer 
that they were not actually alive, was that they did not move. 
or Dr. J, M. Shaffer’s museum of snakes, lizards, toads, &c., 
attracted the attention of every body, there being upwards of 
a hundred of them, which he had preserved in spirits, so that 
they appeared natural, and it contained a specimen of every 
variety of snakes found in the west. 

G. O. Dixon, of Keokuk, delivered an eloquent address, 
giving much valuable information, which was listened to with 
great attention. 

But the equestrian feats of the ladies attracted the greatest 
interest of any thing at the Fair. 

For the fine gold watch offered by Clagett there were ten 
competitors. 

The committee to conduct this contest and make the award 
consisted of some of the most prominent persons in the State. 

They were James M. Morgan, (Chairman), of Des Moines 
county; Judge R. P. Lowe, of Lee; Col. Thomas H. Benton, of 
Johnson; Col. H. H. Trimble, of Dayis; Mrs. Huyett, of 
Jefferson; Miss Albertson, of Lee, and Miss Inskeep, of 
W apello. 

The ladies were mounted on fine horses, dressed in the most 
splendid style, each attended by a cavalier, and their first ap- 
pearance on the fair grounds seemed to call forth the admira- 
tion of every body present. The committce directed, in order 
to test their skill, that each lady, accompanied by her cavalier, 
should in a gentle gait ride once around the circle, when the 
cavalier was to retire into the center, and then each lady 
could ride four times around the track at any speed she might 
choose. 

After receiving their instructions the riding commenced. 
Miss Minton was the first on the list. 

Miss Minton, of Van Buren county, was “a fair rider, but 


= 
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unfortunately _ mounted; her horse rough and somewhat 


- unmanagable.” 7 
The at: competitor. was Miss Eliza Jane Hodges, of Towa 


City, and with her appearance a deep and enthusiastic inter- 
est commenced, and she seems to be the lioness of the occa- 
sion. She was a poor young girl, only about fourteen years 
old, and on her way to the Fair the horse she intended to ride — 
died, which created a sympathy in her behalf. a 
Having lost the horse she was accustomed to ride, she was 
furnished with a fine looking, spirited animal, which had been © 
kept as a race horse. 4 
On it coming her turn to ride, she started off a short aie 
tance ahead of her cavalier. To overtake her he started his 
horse in a lope, and when he came by her side the horse she ~ 
was riding, doubtless thinking he was to run a race, started off © 


at his swiftest speed. 
At this the entire assembly were held in awful suspense. 


At first a breathless silence prevailed, then here and there 
were heard a frightful scream, expecting every moment to see 
her dashed upon the ground and instantly killed. 

But she showed herself suitable for the emergency. She 
kept her horse in the track, and after the first round she — 
brought him down to a gentle trot; she then applied the whip © 
till he was at his fastest speed, “‘ which was fearfully swift” — 
at the completion of the fourth round, and still at a full and — 
fearful speed, ‘‘she wheeled gracefully from the track, and was 
greeted with an earthquake of cheers, as she brought her 
bounding animal to a graceful halt in front of the committee 
stand.” Miss Hodges’ example stimulated the others to daring 
feats, and the greatest enthusiasm prevailed through the 
whole contest. 

Miss Turner, of Lee county, was “an easy, self.pamenadl and 
most thorough rider. She was finely mounted, showed éon- 
sumate skill in the management of her horse, striking any gait 
at pleasure. The first round set every one to thinking and 
admiring, and each succeeding one only added to the interest 
wich its predecessor had excited. 
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«Her elegantf orm, fine face ina soft blue eyes also aenrer 
“served to highten the effect than otherwise.” 
> Mrs. Parks, of Lee county, was ‘a handsome rider, full of 


courage, and well accomplished in the management of the 
horse and whip.” 


_ Mrs. Eckeart, of Jefferson county, was a “splendidly ap- 
_ pearing lady, and a capital rider, but unfortunalely her horse, 
though a fine one, was not gaited for such an occasion.” 

Mrs. Green, of Lee county, was “ a magnificent rider, spir- 
ited, confident and graceful, but badly mounted.” 

_ Miss Pope, of Henry county, was “‘a fine young lady, full of 

life, fall of spirit, fall of fun, full of ambition, and naturally a 
fearless and first-rate rider, But she too had the misfortune 
to pick up a most malicious horse.” 

Miss Porter, of Henry county, was “a lovely young Miss of 
fifteen, a charming little equestrian, tastefully arrayed and 
beautifully mounted. 

‘* Her personal appearance, the exceeding beauty of her pal- 
frey, the child-like naturalness and yet womanly grace which 
characterized her PRED, called forth a general applause 


and commendation.” 
**Miss H. Ball, of Fogecacn county, was ‘a fine rider, self 


possessed, skilled and perfectly at home in the management 
of the rein.” 


Miss C. Ball, of Jefferson county, was ‘‘an excellent rider; 
entitled to rank as number one any where. Her position was 


perfectly natural and extremely graceful, and her manner 
modest and fearless.” 


The interest taken in the ladies’ riding match was such that 
the committee was requested to withhold their decision, and 
require the competitors to again appear on the grounds and 
make an exhibition of their skill the next day. 

At the appointed hour the grounds around the track were 
again crowded. Every body in town, that possibly could, 
was there, and the performances of the ladies, and particular- 
ly those of Miss Hodges, created more interest than on the pre- 
sious day. 


Me 
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At the close of the contest Judge Lowe addressed the ladies, 
highly complimenting all of them for their exploits; when 
the committee commenced canvassing the claims of the fair 
competitors, and upon the first ballot the prize was awarded 
to Miss Belle Turner. a 

- Miss Turner was called for; she, accompanied by her cava- 


lier, George B. Wilson, came forward to the stand, when the 


watch was presented to her. 
She “received the gift with a sweet smile, and a graceful 


inclination of the body, at the same time modestly expressing 


a doubt as to her merits; in reply to which she was informed 
that the committee had decided that question for her.” 


The author of this sketch was present, and witnessed the 


whole of this equestrian contest, and thought the award was 
properly made, but it did not meet with the approbation of 
the great mass of the spectators. 

The popular sentiment was strongly in favor of Miss 
Hodges, and “ spontaneously as if by concert, men sprung up 


in all quarters of the field,” and in a few minutes there was t 
raised one hundred and sixty-five dollars in money for her © 
benefit, and six months tuition and board provided for her at — 


school. ° And this closed the exhibition of the first State Fair 
in Iowa. 

The suecess of the first State Fair was such that it created 
an interest in its behalf throughout the State, and the Legisla- 
ture in January, 1855, passed an act authorizing the Society 


*‘to draw from the State Treasury in aid of its operations one — 


thousand dollars per year.” 

This assistance, with the interest taken in it by the people, 
caused the State Agricultural Society to assume such a posi- 
tion that is was soon regarded as one of the established 
institutions of the State. 


(To be Continued.) 
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y BY NETTIE SANFORD, MARSHALLTOWN, IOWA. 


4 
a (Continued from page 375.) 

_ Hon. Wells S. Rice, formerly from Sandusky, Ohio, now the 
present Senator from this District to the Iowa Legislature, 
was one of the earliest settlers of Marshall County, and being 
identified with many of the enternrises connected with its - 
prosperity, the historian must occasionally turn biographer 
through these pages. Perhaps there are few men in the State 
that have the pertinacity and untiring energies of Rice, Anson 
and Hon. G. M. Woodbury, who came a little later in 1854 
from Peora, Illinois. These three men, appreciating the nat- 
ural advantages of Marshalltown over Marietta for a town, 
were determined to overthrow their rival, and make Marietta 
give up the county seat. For seven years the standing bone 
of contention, it was the ocvasion of quarrels all over the 
county—swapping, bargaining positions, and every other chi- 
canery was resorted to, until in 1860 victory crowned their 
efforts and their work was done. 

Marietta, despoiled and dismantled, her Court House gone, 
stores removed, she only fills a place in history, instead of 
being the center of trade and enterprise, like her rival, Emi- 
gration came in freely in 1853—4 all over the beautiful lands of 
the county, especially near the forests. 

Friends with their sweet Quaker wives, tow-headed children 
from Indiana with their sickly mothers from the Wabash still 
shaking with the terrible ‘‘ ager;” emigrants from Ohio and 
New York, with a sprinkling of Yankees, Dutch, ete. Land 
was cheap, the currency was gold and silver, and if a farmer 
raised anything he could sell it at a high price and improve 
his surroundings. 

The year 1853 was a good one for farmers,—the great draw- 
back to settlers was the distance to market for building 
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material. Pine lumber had to be hauled from the Mississipi, 
for the one saw mil‘could not supply the settlers even with 
Iowa lumber from the native forests. Jack. Braddy built a_ 
house from poles about as large as a stove pipe, ** covering 
the roof with slough grass, with the bare earth for a floor, and 
a dry goods box for a pantry. A flour barrel held the library 
and wardrobe of the family, with the exception of their every 


day apparel. It used to be said that clothing would not wear 


in the Iowa winds as it did in the East. And no wonder. 


"The drapery blowing about catching on the hazel brush and 


prairie weeds, and the supply of dry goods rather scant, it wae 


not strange that careful mothers worried over these annoy-— 


ances, besides the black mud which grimed and soiled 
everything about the home. . 

Many a poor emigrant mother, heart-broken and discour-— 
aged, laid her brown hands across the tired breast to rest 
under the black Iowa soil, which had finally gained the victo- 
ry in her everyday conflicts with it. Mrs. Dr. Whealen, 
formerly of Marietta, tells us that she managed to entertain 
twenty-two persons in her little cabin one night. The room 
was about fifteen feet square, the cradle, chairs and table were 
set out of doors, and down upon the puncheon floors were 
placed the beds and quilts for the occupants. An over-eoat, 
a dress or two, served as a partition to screen the girl sleep- 
ers from the rough emigrants that had come in that day to: 
find homes. 

Some of these girls now sleep in frescoed chambers, with 
rich upholstery, honored matrons receiving guests from all 
parts of the world in luxury and comfort. What a contrast 
from the early days! 

Dr. Whealen, one of the best physicians in the vicinity, was 
also a cabinet maker, so that he made the furniture for his 
little cabin. Three legged stools, pole bedsteads, a shoe box 
metamorphosed into a cradle, rough cotton-wood shelves and 
brackets, are among the monuments of his genius in that line. 

Dr. Whealen and Dr. Nixon, of Marietta, were the first 
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hysicians in the county. And such stories of exposure in. 
ssing streams without bridges in the wild, stormy nights, 
of the snowy prairies where men were liable to be lost in the 
white waste, and sleep the sleep that knows no waking. 
_ Many of the emigrants were too poor to pay a doctor’s pill, 
. x r else canceled the indebtedness with a sick calf or a basket 
_ of geese eggs, Old Mr. Dean died of typhoid fever in spite of 
-all that could be done for him, and no lumber could be found 
_ suitable for a coffin. Finally, Mr. Weatherly, now one of our 
most successful land dealers, offered the side-boards of his 
emigrant wagon, and by the help of a carpenter a sarcophagus 
_ was made, not as lasting as the Egyptian Kings’, but perhaps 
- embalming more tears and sighs, for this funeral seems to 
/ have made a lasting impression upon the memories of the 
4 early pioneers. 
_- Perhaps the most serious annoyance causing sickness among 
~ the people, was the lack of good wLolesome bread. Akind of 
3 a crude machine, that barely cracked two bushels of corn in a 
day’s time, was built on Timber Creek by William Asher. 
4 The grit and dirs made the corn bread any thing but pal- 
- atable. It was a hundred miles to Oskaloosa, and they were 
- obliged to wait 2 week for the grist, and if the roads were 
5 bad and Skunk river impassable from high water, the result 
© was, corn meal ground through a coffee mill, and made into 
_ “flap jacks.” . Mr. Alexander Boules, in 1849, got out of pow- 
der to kill game, the corn meal was scarce, and their bill of 
' fare reads: Soup.—a la deer hide. Meats— oo 
_ Vegetables Dessert.—Black haws. Coffee. 
—a la sassafras, the material of which they had brought from 


Kentucky. 

But we return to the projects which gave hope to the carly 
settlers, that this state of things would pass away. 

From 1853 to 56 the Fulton Air Line R. R. was talked of, to 
pass through the county, making Marietta an eligible station 
on the line, thus bringing to the homesick emigrants the com- 
fortsof the East. The road was graded from Lyons westward 


* 
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forty miles, but Gilpeck & Co., of Dubuque, negotiated the | 


bonds in Germany; 4nd were fast controlling the stock, so 


na in 


when the Cedar Rapids road was surveyed, interested parties — 


got the Legislature to transfer the Fulton grant to the Cedar 
Rapids road, and this project of Gilpeck’s was crushed like an 
egg shell. Anson and Rice determining that Marshalltown 


should not be a suburb of Marietta, restless and ambitious, © 


had already commeneed the contest to remove the county seat 
from the latter to the former place. Every artifice was re- 
sorted to to gain the result. Atwater, the Prosecuting Attor- 
ney of the county living in Marietta, was approached by these 
men to work professionally, and every other way for Marshall- 
town. 


They gave him six lots in Marshalltown and a hundred and 
fifty dollars in money, and forthwith he commenced opera- 


tions. Griffiths, the county Judge, luckily resigned, and 


Atwater taking his place issued a mandamus from a petition, 
ordered the county records to be removed to Marshalltown, 
as at the time of the location at Marietta there were only two 
instead of three commissioners, as ordered by the State Legis- 
lature. Then three commissioners were appointed by Judge 
McKay, of Des Moines, to locate a new county seat. Anson 
and Rice treated these commissioners with wonderful hospi- 
tality, made them presents, and the stakes were set for a new 


city. Every new-comer was treated with distinguished con- 
sideration, so that the ‘‘ emigrant-ship” might unload its 


freight of chickens and little ones in the Marshalltown harbor. 
They were told that Marietta was the “ last ditch,” and that 
it was a ‘‘ frog pond,” ete. The Supreme Court, however, to 
the great disgust of Anson and Rice, decided that the first 
action was legal by the original commissioners. Of course, 
this was denied by them, where men had no access to the 
newspapers, and petitions were circulated all over the county 
for a new election in 1854, 
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CHAPTER IV. 


ee ‘ 
4 r 
4 Marietta had recieved new accessions from the East. Hon. 


De Loss Arnold commenced practicing law, and among the 
"enterprising men of that time were Thos. Abell, Esq., from 
Dunkirk, John Turner and Hon. H. E. J. Boardman. Bangor, 

penertys and all the western townships favored Marietta, as it 

was nearer the geographical center, while Albion, like a dog 
in the manger, favored neither, as she hoped to get it herself 
by some hocus pocus. 
- At the fall term of the Court in 1853 Judge McFarland was 
onthe bench. He was one of the queerest men that ever 
lived. He had a divorce suit on hand at the term above men- 
tioned, and both parties wanted divorce. The court opened 
-in due form, parties present, etc. The first witness called 
~ was asked what he knew of the parties to the suit. ‘* Oh! not 
much, they are always 4 fuddling around,” he answered. 


At this McFarland half roused himselt from a sleepy stupor. 

**Fuddling around, and around! Clerk, I grant a decree for 

divorce. Call the next case!” Thus summarily was justice 
meted out in the olden time. 


One of the lawyers at this term of court was from Burling- 
ton, and was facetiously named by his professional brethren, 
“‘old Timber.” He was submitting his case to the jury in fine 
: rhetoric, when a large mule braying loudly, thrust its head 
through the Court House window. McFarland cried out, 
‘¢ Hold up Old Timber, this honorable court cannot entertain 
both of your opinions on this question at the same time!” 
Nothing could equal the intense disgust of ‘‘ o/¢ Timber,” for 
the effect on the jury was such he lost-his case. But his loss 
was a great gain in fun to the whole multitude. 
- At another time McFarland was so drunk that he could 
hardly sit on the bench. Court was called in due form. 
Lawyers, jury and witnesses all waiting, when His Honor va- 
cantly stared around. ‘‘ Well! well! gentlemen, call this 
court together to-morrow morning at 8 o'clock,” and walked 
3 
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off. There was no other way, only to wait for Justice to 


right herself. Ea ' nieielt 
In September, 1855, at that term an action was brought by 


: 


ee 


Charles Brivnock, N. P. Gregg, counsel. In illustrating his | 


case the Latin quotation, ‘dd guod Damnum,” came in 
pretty often. and after the counsel for the defendant demur- 
red, Gregg repeated the classical quotation. McFarland 
broke in, ‘‘ Gregg, I am going to knock your case higher than 
a liberty pole. Get out of court with your 4d god damn ’em, 
and don’t you ever use so much profanity in my presence 
again!” Gregg tried to bring a decision from the Supreme 
Court to sustain his case. ‘‘I don’t care a d n for the 
Supreme Court. Mr. Clerk call the next case,” and the 


Judge leaned back with great dignity, perfectly oblivious of 
his ignorance. 


Marietta had a society that was called the Grand Coop of 
the Oriental Order of Bachelors, and as witty, genial set of 
men as ever drew around the board. 

Hon. Thos. Mercer, Arnold, our graceful State Representa- 
tive, Jeff Crookham and John MeRye were the leading spirits. 

They debated, told stories, devoured nuts and candies, and 
seemed to exercise considerable social influence. They found 
the discipline of the Grand Coop rather bad for their diges- 
tion, for every one of them were noosed in matrimonial ties 
within} three} years. Mercer has filled many offices of trust 
through the war under the government. Crookham died near 
Oskaloosa some years ago. Crookham was _ passionately 
devoted to the interests of Marietta, and when he was in Mar- 
shalltown somé of the citizens took delight in teasing him. 
One day Kelley and Hambel got a parcel of Hoozier emigrants 


within ear-shot of Crookham, and told some terrible stories. 


about Marietta. ‘* Why, don’t vou think?” said Kelley, a 
man was drowned on their public square last week!” Crook-. 
ham tried to explain matters, but Kelley told them that. 
Crookham had lots to sell up there, and he would tell dread-| 
ful yarns, ‘The consequence was a larger Hoosier element in| 
the population of Marshalltown. 
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_ In the year of 1854 a settlement was made at French Grove 
__ by two brothers, John and Joseph Anselme, Frenchmen, who 
__ lived in log cabins, and being near a grove had plenty of tim- 
ber to fence with. For along time this settlement was the 
_ only one for thirty miles due westward from Marietta. They 
were jovial fellows, and hunters far and near made it head- 
quarters. In Jefferson township William Powers, and his 
_. brothers Isaac and John, came and settled in 1852. Here also 
_ was a rendezyous for hunters in an early day. George Wiles, 
_ with a party of five, went beyond this grove one day and kill- 
ed three hundred and eleven chickens, returning to town— 
___ their two horse wagon loaded with game, chickens’ wings.and 
heads festooning the sideboards of the same like fresco work. 

A family by the name of Hoppin lived near the edge of the 

- township; their nearest neighbor was three miles away. Mr. 

Hoppin was an inexperienced farmer, being by profession a 

book-keeper, but hearing wonderful stories of making money 

in the West had bought a farm and commenced operations. 

He put up a little cabin, raised sod corn, a few pumpkins and 
_ beans, and the cold winter found him unprepared for fuel and 
hay. He was obliged to go ten miles for wood. All winter 
he bravely bore up under his misfortunes, for his cattle died 
and children were sick, but in March he died of typhoid fever. 
The wife had nothing but parched corn for bread, and not a 
drop of tea oi coffee for eighteen months. 

One cold day in October Mr. Jonathan Reed, from Ohio, 
left his wife and family out on the sea of brown grass about 
three miles from a house, sewing a tent cover as he started for 
Oskaloosa to buy flour. When the tent pins were adjusted it 
was found the cover would not fit the tent or wagon either, so 
they crawled under it and passed the night the best they 
could. One of the neighbors finally took pity npon their for- 
lorn condition and rented to them a small smoke house twelve 
feet square, where the family (of eight persons in all) | ived 


through the winter. 
This summer was a per iod famous in Marshalltown for the 


Sr 


> 
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4 
‘brick suits” between Wells Rice and G. M. Woodbury. — 
These suits were used by Marietta people to influence votes in © 
favor of their town in the spring election upon the removal of — 
the county seat. ‘See here!” said they, “‘ those men must 
be rascals, or they would not fall out!” After this quarrel 
was adjusted, these prominent gentlemen let all private mat- 
ters drop, and they worked together like beavers to get the 
records removed until 1860, when there was no further cause 
for brotherly love. At the spring election in Marion town- 
ship, Thos. Abell, Esq., of Marietta, had a good many per- 
sonal friends there. He had lent money at a low rate of inter- 
est, and the rough farmers seemed to appreciate the favor. In 
the morning Mr. Abell was ready to bet the township would 
give Marietta a large majority. Wells Rice and some of the 
Marshalltown men were there, and about ten o’clock, Stew- 
art, of Marion, reached out his arm in a threatening manner 
and said to Abell, ‘‘ You sir, have been stealing the Marshall- 
town ballots, give them up!” Mr. Abell protested that he 
had not seen them, but so dumbfounded was he that he kept 
out of sight most of the time that day. The result of this 
scheme was, that Marion gave thirty majority for Marshall- 
town. Rice had the ballots in a safe place, and it was only 
an artifice to bully for votes. Abell told the writer of this 
article he never felt so mean in his life, and yet he knew that 
he was innocent. The Marietta Express, however, placed a 
symbol bird at the head of its columns announcing victory for 
Marietta throughout the county. The Albion paper seemed 
to rage at this, and called out some terrible invectives in 
their columns, but it was of no use, Marietta had beaten her 
foes, and lot-holders in the persecuted city felt safe. Mr. 
Crow, who kept the Marietta House, gave a fine supper to his 
friends. But a word of the moral influences have moulded so- 
ciety to its present condition of intelligence, morality, etc. 


The Methodist Episcopal Church as early as 1851 founded . 
what was called, her Marshall Mission, Rev. S. Dunton doing 
the work. Late one night in the autumn of this year he 
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4 reached the cabin of Mr. Ralls, on Linn Creck, south of the 
_ city of Marshall, chilled and hungry from his long ride on 
4 horse-back, coming through from Iowa City in two days. 

4 After cheering a few friends in the vicinity with the first 
a sonsolation that a minister of Christ could give in the sparse 
_ settlement, he attempted the next day to go onward to Mari- 
~ etta and form a class, but the high water prevented his cross- 
~ ing Linn Creek, for the torrent had loosed the only bridge, so 
4 he was obliged to return to Iowa City for a more favorable 
z opportunity. The next spring he came back and organized a 
little church at a Mr. Griffiths at the mouth of Timber Creek. 
_ In 1853 a church of this denomination was organized in Mar- 
 shalltown at the school room in a house owned by Chris. 


Ford, but its progress was slow, and as late as 1857 it num- 
~ bered only thirty members. 


The quaint, yet pious Rey. Mr. Shinn, who was once ap- 

_ pointed temporary chaplain of the House ot Representatives. 
4 His memorable prayer upon that occasion may be forgotten in 
history unless we reproduce it. ‘‘Great God! bless the 
young and growing State of Iowa, bless her Senators—her 
_ Representatives, bless all her state officers, give us a sound 
_ currency, pure water and undefiled religion for Christ’s sake. 
_ Amen!” A model prayer, for it was brief. The first camp 
meeting was held in the forest near Griffith’s mill at the 
mouth of Timber Creek. Here with no ‘rustling silks or 
jewels shine,” old fashioned Methodism made itself felt far 
and near, and with a hearty remembrance of the enjoyment of 
this meeting it wrought out a great work in His vineyard, for 
it numbers through the county a membership of eight bun- 


dred. , 
’ The New School Presbyterian Church was organized in 


“Marshalltown in 1858, with Rey. Mr. Gordon as pastor. 
There was only a little handful of members—nine in all, Mr. 
Gordon was a radical anti-slavery man, becoming quite un- 
popular with his congregation, and was obliged to leave after 


a pastorate of ayear. He also preached in Albion, and occa- 
sionally in Marietta. 
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The Rey. Mr. De Loss was, however, the most efficient 
minister in the whole history of this church organization. He 
- obtained subscriptions for a church, got men to give eee 

works upon the edifice, and after a while, after much labor and 
financial discouragements, the brave old man saw one of the 
finest church buildings in the State erected as a reward for his 
prayers and efforts. He died soon after his work was done, 
much lamented. © , : 


% 


There was a Congregational Church organized at Marietta 
and Albiom in 1859, and the Rey. Mr. Boardman alternated 
his preaching in both towns. The Lutherans came to Albion 
in 1861, also had preaching in Marshalltown. 

The Universalists for some years have been quite numerous 
in the county, and now Baptists, Congregationalists, Disci- 
ples and Episcopalians are wealthy, influential denomina- 
tions. 

About the year 1857 in the strife among the towns of this 
vicinity for notoriety, Albion, fearing that her efforts in favor 
of getting the county seat would be abortive, at last conclud- 
ed to try her hand upon some institution of learning. 

Upon a hint in the journal published by Chapin and Barn- 
hart, of Albion, subscriptions were asked of Marietta and) 
Marshalltown so that a college building could be at once. 
commenced, It was also intimated to the rivals that the one! 
which gave the highest subscription would get the most votes} 
from Albion and Iowa township in the coming election. Sub-; 
scription papers. whisked around a good deal faster than ar 
poor-box in both towns, so when the papers were opened ith 
was found that Marietta had given three thousand dollars. 
and not to be outdone Marshalltown gave a thousand more- 
Albion was now shelved to the joy of the “rivals,” and com-~ 
menced her present college building. Marshall County voted 
the sales of swamp lands within her jurisdiction, the money td 
be used in the college building and for the payment of teach/ 
ers, 


A creditable building was erected, and every thing went or 
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swimmingly for the new institution, otherwise called the Mar- 
shall County High School. But from some defect in the 
school law these high schools did not receive help from the 
State, so that no permanent endowmert fund could be made, 
and after a year or two the school languished. 

The Lutheran Synod then approached the Trustees with a 
_ proposition to buy the College building for their own partic- 
_ ular sect, and their denomination being influential would 
q mike it the best school in the State. The Synod was to give 
_ sixteen thousand dollars for it, but for impecunious reasons 
¥ the money was not all paid over, and finally after a term of 
_ years Thos. Swearingen, Esq., obtained a judgment against 
the institution, and itis now under his control, aithough the 
Synod claim the stock. 

The College, under the supervision of Prof. Shieehe, was a 
great success, but some evil spirit ever since has troubled it 
with misfortune, so that it never has numbered over twenty 
students since. The war injured it somewhat, and the citizens 
of Albion have not given it the support it needed. The his- 
tory of Western Colleges, like that of Western Cities, is a 
‘yarying one. . 

(To be Continued.) 


PIONEERS OF MARION COUNTY. 


BY WM. M. DONNEL. 


(Concluded from page 390.) 


On the 28th of September, 1861, Henry Haspers, having 
purchased the office of the old Pella Gazette, commenced the 
publication of a newspaper in the Holland language,.called the 
Pella’s Weekhiad (Weekly). This paper was, and is, in the in- 
terest of the Democratic party, and enjoyed a good patronage, 


iy 


416 ANNALS OF IOWA. [JANUARY, 


being in a community where that party was largely dominent. 
On the 18th of Juneclast (1870) Mr. Haspers, having been ap- 
pointed by the Legislature to the office of Emmigrant Agent, 
sold the paper to H. Neyenech, by whom it is now conducted. 
The Marion County Repudlican was purchased by B. F. 
Williams in Oct. °61, and edited by him till he sold it to Wm. 

. Cambridge, Aug. 66. In ’63—4 Mr. Williams rented the 
office toa printer named Griffin, who reduced it to half its 
original size, and issued it principally as an advertising sheet. 
In March, ’67, Mr. Cambridge sold it to Sperry and Barker, by — 
which transaction the Republican was finally discontinued. 

In the winter of ’64—5, Mr. C. S. Wilson, since connected 
with the Winterset Madisonian, purchased the press and type 
belonging to the Democratic Standard, moved them to Pella, 
‘and on the 3d of Feb., °65, commenced the publication of the 
Pella Blade. 

Mr. Wilson was a radieal Republican, and a writer of rath- 
er more than ordinary genius. In the local department: he 
made the paper especially attractive by bis peculiar style. In 
his salutatory he says: 

‘“‘ Acting, up to the time of the beginning of the rebellion, 
with the Democratic party, I have, since that time, had a her- 
itage in none; but, believing that upon the success of the 
Republican (or Union) party, and the triumph of their princi- 
ples, depend the rescue of the country from the hand of trea- 
son, and its existance among the family of nations, I have act- 
ed politically with that party. The Buiapr will continue the 
advocacy of these principles, at the same time its columns 
will not fail to condemn whatever it judges to be incompati- 
ble with the public interest or the national honor. 

‘In the locai department particular attention will be given 
to the spread of such intelligence concerning our city and 
county as will be of benefit to them. 

‘It will be my aim to make this journal acceptable as a 
family newspaper, and, to this end, the latest news, poetry, 
tales, agricultural affairs, and items of all kinds will find a 
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Oo Pande sin fie hes eeu m 
a =P Ne el ei oa: pie ie to ta a 
¢ heel of one of these devoted pilgrims ; if a grizzley 
chance to indulge i ina breakfast of pilgrim ham, or Z 
Perce fancy a collation of draft steak, he will duly 
sport. He has also another mission. We are somewhat re- 

a ted to the Digger Indians, and it will be the busi:fess of our * 

m1 rrospondent ¢ to take steps to prevent any of the valient pil- 

ins foin marrying into the nation of Diggers, as we are “ai 
areful of our blood, and do not want to have it polluted by 
any such inter mingling.” 


After publishing the Blade for about a year, Mr. Wilson 
sold the press and type to Melick, who took them to W ater- 
00, Black Hawk Co.; and printed the Waterloo Courier. 
Soon after this the Blade was renewed by R. Crosby who, 
1ortly afterwards, associated with him Jas. U. Betzer. In 
ec., 67, Crosby sold his interest in the concern to H, G, ? 
urtis, and, in Dec., ’69, Curtis sold to A, T. Betzer.y At this * 
late the paper became a semi-weekly, in the firm of Betzer 
srothers, and continues so to the present. 
The Marion County Democrat (Knoxville) was first issued 
Sept. 19th, 1865, by J. L. McCormack, from a press and type 
1c obtained in Missouri. In his salutatdry he said: 
<*Tt is the intention to make this sheet a wele ome visitor to 
te 
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the fireside of every household; to give instruction, to afte 
pleasure and enjoyment in the perusal of its columns, and, 
possible, to bring about a little better understanding in th 
minds of the people as to their true duties of neighborly cit 
zenship.” : 

After promising a fair share of its space to agricultural and 
mercantile interests, and also to the entertainment of the 
lovers of literature, he adds: 

“In politics this paper will support the principles, and 
stand by the organization of the Democratic party. It ac 
knowledges allegiance to none other, and will pay fealty to 
the behests of its regular organization alone. } 

“ Believing that the safety of our republican institutions 
requires a return to the principles of the party that ostablish- 
ed the Union, we shall labor for the overthrow of the party 
now in power, and insist upon a return to the condition of 
things that existed before traitors endeavored to destroy the 
Government.” ; 

The Democrat is a large, well-conducted journal, and com- 
mands a liberal share of the public patronage. 

In March, 1867,.another paper was started in Pella, called 
the Pella Gazette. It was printed in the Holland language, 
devoted to the interests of the Republican party, and edited 
by G. Van Ginkel, After running about eighteen months if 
was discontinued, and the press was purchased by Snow and 
Hulur, a mercantile firm in Pella, who issued a monthly jour 
nal for the purpose of advertising their business. 

In March, 1869, Messrs. Sperry and Barker, formerly of the 
Guthrie County Vidette, exchanged printing oflices with W 
G. Cambridge, of the Marion County Repudlican; and on the 
20th of June issued the first number of the Jowa Voter, a 
Knoxville. In his salutatory the editor says: . 

“The Jowa Voter will be a radically Republican news 
paper, working as best it may to further the cause of Republi 
canism and the welfare and progress of all advocating impar 
tial suffrage for the whole nation, and striving always to be : 


ieheest - 
‘i _ PIONEERS OF MARION COUNTY. ; 419 


or cand reliable medium of general and local news—in 
, 2 live Republican newspaper.” 

¢ Voter has a large circulation, enjoys 4 large share of 

patronage, and has rendered itself worthy the reputa- 

on of a good local journal. 


n the 8th of Jan., 1868, a newspaper called ‘ Copperhead” 
de its appearance in Pella, under the proprietorship of 
nett, McCully and Gamble. Owing to the novelty of its 
tle, and the peculiar notoriety of one of its editors (Ben- 
att) as a radical Democratic politician, its advent caused. 
me sensation in political circles. The name was evidently 
sen to offset the stigma intended to be fixed upon the Dem- 
petic party by the Republicans, when they gave it the name 
"2% most poisonous reptile. 


known radieal style: : 
oF Our chief aim will be to make it a first-class Democratic 
paper, devoted to the interests of the great Democratic party, 
and the masses of devoted, industrious, honest men who sup- 
rt the Government, uphold its laws, and stand by its writ- 
ten Constitution, as expounded by the supreme judiciary of 
the land.” 
3 Only eleyen numbers of the paper were published in Pella. 
In the last week in March it was moved to Ottumwa, Wappa- 
lo Co., where it is still published by McCully and Evans, 
McCully remaining at Pella to attend to the interests of the 
firm in this County. 
_ During its publication in Pella it and the Blade waged a vi- 
olent personal warfare, in which the moral character of the 
eombattants was subjected to a rigid scrutiny. When the 
Copperhead took its departure for Ottumwa the Blade came 
out with aroughly executed but amusing caricature of the 
event, representing a huge serpent borne partly on a hearse 
and partly on men’s shoulders, followed by several mourners. 
In the Spring of 1870 the proprietors of the Blade, Demo- 
erat and Voter entered into a written agreement pledging 


Tn his address “To the Public” the editor says in his well- 
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themselves to the advance payment system on subscription, 
begin on the first efJune. At first this was thought to be | 
rather hazardous policy where the credit system had so lon 
been the practice. But the new rule, though rigidly adhere 

to, has proved quite as successful as the publishers could have 


desired. 


CHAPTER XY. 


Towa Centran Universrry.—Marron County Acricuntrrat 
Socirrry.—County Poor Hovsr. ut 
Among the public institutions that have been established in” 
ie et Mee . . 
Marion County within the past few years, as evidence of her 
prosperity and enterprise, the three important ones mentioned 
above may be deemed worthy of special notice. And we re- 
gret our inability, owing to the lack of sufficient information, 
to give amore detailed history of them. 

In the spring or summer of 1853, a society was organized by 
the Baptist Chureh, at Pella, looking to the establishment 
and endowment of a school there, to be called the Iowa Cen-— 
tral University. The following are the names of the officers: 

Faculty. 
Rey. Eninv Gunny, Rey. E. H. Scarrr, Prof. A. N. Currier,” 
Miss §. J. Sropparp, Miss Marsr. 
Directors. 
President, E. Guxx3 Vice-Prestdent, E. M. Scarrr; 
Treasurer, Wenry P, Scuorre. 

Besides these there were about thirty trustees chosen. 
i'rom their address, delivered at the fourth annual meeting, 
we quote the reasons set forth for the location of this institu- 
tion at Pella: \ 

‘Tha : RN = : 

“The denomination, wherever its will has been expressed 
upon the subject, has always demanded a central location. 
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ther location, provisionally made, was almost universally 
cted in the State Convention, and mainly on the ground 
it was sectional in its location. And with the best rea- 


located on or near the line of the Mississipi river, why should 
we not take possession of the magnificent field left open to us 
in the central part of the State? 

Pella is situated within thirty miles of the geographical 
| centre of the State, in the immediate vicinity of the Des 
_ Moines river—the great channel of inland communication, and 
the centre of the commerce and manufactures of the State for 
_all time; near, also, to the point where several of the great 
railroad lines which intersect the State are to converge, and 
in the very heart of the great coal field of the State, the rich- 
» est, perhaps, in the world, and in one of the most beautiful 
- and healthy portions of this or any other country. 

! * Combining all these advantages, it is yet far enough re- 
| moved from any great centre of trade and commerce to have 
z all the advantages ofa quiet country location. Of the ad- 
| vantages of a country over a city. location for a college, one of 
| the most respected of the living Fathers of our denomination, 
~ and one of the mast experienced in such matters, in a recent 
_ production on the subject, wrote as follows: 

= ‘¢Tnstead of farmers and other persons from the villages or 
~ country sending their sons to a great commercial city, into the 
* vortex of commercial speculations, political excitement, 
2 fashion, frivolity and dissipation in every form, those families 
‘a who desire to preserve their sons from the contamination of 
city intercourse will send them to a college situated in a ru- 


ral village.’ 

“Such a yillage is Pella; quiet and retired, it is yet popu- 

lous enough to secure all the advantages of good society, and 

~ near enough to the great thoroughfares of travel to be at all 

~ times easy of access. It is also noted for the quiet and order- 
ly habits of its people, as well as for their moral and religious 

character. To such a place parents can send their children 


a 


oT, and was first eps paca 
of Sept. of that.year. - + att 
Bsc. “The building stands in the centre AS rk 
ae dimensions ave 50 by 70 feet, three stories high, with a 
oe ment besides; contains fourteen rooms, including a 
- chapel, a library and a museum, and is capable of comfor 
aecommodadting three hundred pone Its ending quer Ww 


between $15,000 and $18,000. Sti iesip aa : 


In 1857 the report of the trustees. announeed the viiiopstns 
of an endowment of $50,000, in scholarships of $100 each, and — 
the prospect of another large endowment soon to follow. The © 
school has been well patronized with attendance ane dona- — 


rie 


tions, and is now in a flourishing condition. — eae 


5 


Tn 1856 the agricultural interests of the County seemed to 
demand an organized plan for its encouragement, and to facil- — 
itate the dissemination of such intelligence as might be use-_ 
ful in the various departments of the business. The only one 
calculated to effect the end desired, was to organize a society, 
appoint a time and place for a general meeting of the farmers, 
and award premiums for the best samples of live stock, grain, 
fruits, &e. 


So the Marion County Agricultural Society was organized 
- during the year above mentioned, and the first fair was held 
on the public square in Knoxville, in October. Only a few | 
animals were exhibited, and, consequently, but few premiums _ 
were awarded. For the want of any other room for the pur- 
pose, the old court room was used as a floral hall. 
The next exhibition, in Sept, of the year following, was held 
on the common a little Tet own. where tables were set in 


el Drury 
nd were ined am the now 
where ie north-east quarter of 


wh "6 seventy-fiy , Lange (20) ty 
ial cENLS ‘ond genie incline ere 


see 


g grove W rel shaded, enclosed, by a high board fenee, 7 - 
vith a erties hall, pens and stalls ig pate . : 
k » ar € a good well of water. 1 d 


: first fair was held in it in 1858. In June, isto, it was 
‘to ) the Society. The fair in Sept. of this year was well 
‘ed, and the finance of the Society reported to be ii in a 
condition. as ; 

by, During the last few years, previous to the robbery, the 
4 treasury was constantly subjected to heavy drafts upon the 
or fund, From sgme cause or other the number of paupers 
‘seemed to have increased, and the expenses of their support 
~ began to be looked upon as burdensomely heavy, particularly 
a in the case of those who were inyalids under the care of phy- 
-sicians. Some retrenchment in this department was deemed 
advisable, even at a consider able cost to start with. 

Though it was’ known that many of those who were cared 
_ for at public expense, were worthy subjects thereof, it was yet 
g ~ supposed that not a few would prefer to make some effort to 
? a earn their own support than submit to the iuumiliating condi- 
- tion of becoming inmates of a poor house. 

So, in 1865, a movement was made by the Board of Super- 
4 visors, looking toward the purchase of a farm and the erection 


ba ofa house to become the home . helpless persons in the 


eee county as were otherwise hom ‘and friendless. A com: 


abou 
| ottowie, ae pase mane ee 
: he purchase of this. land was nade on the 
li and, in the | spirn and summer following, 

it was fenced and forty acres broke, part of rl a 
and wheat, 3 all ata cost of about S800. ; 


bidder, and was awarded to Jacob Reaohard: in J en pike. . 
$4,450. Itisalarge three story frame building, the basement 
story being fitted for a kitchen. The second and third are e 
traversed by a hall between two rows of rooms. Stables and 
other out buildings were added to the place some time 4 
The contract for overseer and physician were sree 
John Rohinson and Dr. Wetherell, under whose care. 
County poor were comfort tably provided for in their new home. 3 
The experiment proved quite a suevess. The number of 4 
paupers was greatly reduced, and the support of the remainder ; 
so systomatized as to make it much less expensive. 
FINIS. 
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“THE BIG BOTTOM,” OR “NORTH BEND” OF THE IOWA RIVER. 


BY N. ZELLER, PENN TOWNSHIP, JOHNSON COUNTY. 


q 


Joln Gaylor and Alonzo C. Denison were the fist men who 
made claims with the intention of settling in what is now 
known as Penn and Madison T Townships, Johnson County. 
Both were from Burean County, Is. Gaylor arrived late in 


a 
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ahh ‘1838, with his family, and made his claim 
e fie hig. of John Wilson now is, who bought Gaylor’s 
elain and entered the first land in the settlement. 
fee C. Denison in a tew weeks followed Gaylor, and. 
fe his claim near by and returned to Illinois, and the fol- 
>W ring spring returned with his family and brothers, Joseph 
and e Denison, who ali made their claims on the edge 
P the prairie and timber. Gaylor erected a cabin about 
twelve feet square in the timber to winter in the first winter, 
where was born the first white child in the settlement, no 
the vhite settlers being nearer thau Iowa City, ten miles distant. 
edical assistance was had from the neighboring squaws. 
ordon A, Denison, then about three months old, was the first 
hite ‘child brought to the settlement. This was in the 
: ring of 1839. Gaylor was an athletic man, about six feet 
o inches in height, kind and affectionate, but able and will- 
to defend himself in any emergency, and is supposed to 
- be still living in Illinois. 
The three Denisons are still residents of the county, and 
“two of them have seen their second generation. Joseph still 
~ resides on the claim he first made, and is now the oldest 
** settler” in the vicinity. Tliese were soon followed by oth- 
ers, and in June, 1840, the following additional persons were 
_ residents by claim law, as the land had not been surveyed, viz.: 
"David Wray, Carson B. Wray, Geo. Wein, John W. Alt, 
“Jacob H. Alt, Joseph A. Alt, Adam Alt, Jackson Purdoo, Ira 
-Purdoo, Evan Dollarhide, Rev. Isreal Clark, Martin Harless, 
~ Robert Waterson, John Aslan, Hugh Napier, David Crozier, 
_ Gilbert and Frank Herington, and James Chamberlin. About 
"this time emigration commenced again to travel toward the 
setting sun. 
* William Dupont was the first white man whe moved 
- through the settlement, ‘‘ westward bound.” These pioneer 
families were all ‘“‘mettle of the true ring,” and began to 
think about founding a school; and in 1841 Benamag Homer 
taught the first school in.a cabin erected by David Crozier, 
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and vacated by him. It took fire and burned down during 
school time, but not discouraged, in 1843 a pretty good and 
respectable hewed dog house was built, where North Liberty — 
is now located. In,1849 the house was remodeled and im- - 
proved; in 1860 a new frame house was erected, and in 1865 a 
two story good frame house was erected, and the school gra- 
ded. The first graded sehool was taught by Miss Martha J. 
Bowman. The house built in 1843 answered for school and — 
all public business, and religious worship. 

Elder Lineback preached the first sermon in the settlement 
in the shade of the grove where the first claim was made by © 
Gaylor, John Horner and Isreal Clark. The next, A. C. Den- 
ison, was the first man to erect the ‘‘ family altar” in the set- _ 
tlement; now those families number severai scores. 


: 
The settlement increased rapidly, and when the township ; 
was organized, on motion of Francis Bowman, it was named _ : 
Penn Township, in honor of the renowned William Penn, t 
which was since under the county judgeship of Hon. Geo. Ww. 
McCleary divided into Penn and Madison Townships. 


NAMES OF STREAMS. 


There are four small streams entirely within the ‘ Big Bot- 
tom,” as it was originally called, now known as North Bend. 
ist, Purdoo Creek, Jackson and Ira Purdoo settling near the 
mouth of said ereek. One of the Purdoos exploring the creek 
to its head saw a cabin near the source, to which he went, 
and as he was a stranger and somewhat jocular, enquired of 
the lady of the cabin where Purdoo River was. The lady~ 
could think of no such river, and the stranger (Purdoo) got 
no information of Purdoo River. Afterward the joke was dis- 
covered, and the creek was called Purdoo Creek. This was 
the original name, and should now characterize the little 
stream. Afterwards it bore several names, viz.: Buffalo, 
Dollarhide, and Dirty Face Creek;—the name Dirty Face 
originated thus: In those early days citizens did not always 
settle disputes by feeing lawyers, and passing through the 
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ero utine of law, but sometimes settled them with the stout arm 
_ of their own law, without lawyers or Justice’s Court. A set- 
vr ment or suit of this kind came off in Iowa City, thena 
small village, between the before named Harless and one As- 
lin. Both parties being in town, and it being a very dry time, 
a he streets were several inches deep with dust (street sprink- 
ling being then unknown in Iowa). The trial took place in 
the street without lawyers or justice, and whoever was will- 
zing pitched in, and before it was over some half dozen were at 
it. Both parties claimed the victory, and it was unsettled, 
- both parties coming out of the battle with their faces covered 
_ with dust (and of course no credit) so as to be hardly recog- 
“nizable. Harless, to give vent to his feelings and outflank 
_ Aslin, called the creek “dirty face,” as it was then call- 
- ed Dollarhide Creek. 
oa Spring Run was so named twenty years ago by the writer, 
_ from its being less liable to freeze than ordinary streams emp- 
_ tying into Purdoo creek. 

Spring Creek was so named for similar reasons as Spring 
- Run, and its neighborhocd was first settled by Adolph Rob- 
- erts. 
- Dry Run, so named from its liability to raise very high 
' during a thaw in winter, freeze over, and the water leave the 
_ ice sometimes ten or twelve feet, was first settled upon by O. 
- G. Babcock and Henry 8. Gould. 


NAME OF SETTLEMENT. 


Big Bottom was the name known to frontier men before set- 
tlement; after settlement it named itself, the Bend or North 
_ Bend, the Iowa River bearing nearly due north and then near- 
ly due west, making the name—North Bend of the Iowa 
River. 
A scarcity of mills for grinding was among the privations to 
endure by those pioneer families. Before any mills were in 
the county not an unusual mode of grinding corn was by a 


428 _aswaus op gowa, 


grate made of a piece of of tin: eight by ten satin 
punched full of holes, and nailed, with, the h sid 

a piece of hewed wood, : and raised i in the middle by. 8 kin 
cob under ii. The corn was boiled, ‘then half ‘dried, and 
would gr ate easily. ‘One of those primitive grates or mill 
still in existence, and ought to be preserved. The Swit 
Mills, near Iowa City, the first in the County, afforded so 
relief, Next Mr. Chaney commenced building a mill near 
mouth of Purdoo Creek, the burrs of which he manutactun P 
out of our prairie boulders. This was some help, but in fa an 
water Mr. Chaney had to sometimes help the water-wheel tc 
start, and ifit ceased to move help was applied, and it would — 
grind and bolt some. At present the nearest mill on. the 3 
Iowa River claims over two hundred horse-power, and there ; 
is another of considerable capacity, and a number of steam ‘ 
flouring mills, and the Iowa Rriver water-power is still not : 
yet halfimproved. Imagination may well be stretched. to : 
measure the next thirty years by the past thirty, or by looking © 
at the little corn grate and then at our present merchant mills. _ 
It would be worth a little boat ride on the Iowa River to the 
millers of the present day, to see the little corn grate of 1839 . 
and 1840. y 


ANECDOTES, 3 


In those early days Mr. Geo. Wein procured a Durham bull | 
calf from Ohio, which grew to be a gigantic animal, and was 3 
known by the name Santa Anna, not being handled much, 2. 
and wild. Isreal Clark became the owner of him, and his son, ~ 
Daniel, a young man in the prime of life, undertook to bring : 
him home from the prairies, he being on foot, with a bridle 
in his hand. ‘The bull refused to be driven, and he could not ; 
drive him, so he concluded to mount him and drive him with 
the bridle. He succeeded in mounting him; the bull bellow- 
ing and making all manner of lunges, finally threw him, the 
bull being the worst worried; and Clark, an exceedingly act- 
ive and light man, sprang upon his back again, bridle in hand, 
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nis time succeeded in conquering him, and rode him 
“Afterward it was said he could ride a buffalo home if 
» desired, but I think he never succeeded. 
3 While one of those pioneer men was building his cabin, a 
ber of Indians were encamped on the river. A hearty 


W how, and desired to swap sguaws. The man, somewhat 
sed, enquired of him where his squaw was. He said she 
had gone up the river. He was then told no swap. 


* 


TRAITS OF CHARACTER. 


- Notwithstanding the errors which have characterized some 
“of the settlers, as is common since the days of Adam and 
e, three things have been foremost among the virtues of the 
people of this section, viz.: 1st, The fear of God. 2d, In- 
‘dustry. 3d, Education. These three are common to the 
‘State. This “Big Bottom” now contains about a dozen 
‘school houses, and four meeting houses or churches, 


COL.. JOHN A. GARRETT. 


(See portrait at the beginning of this number.) 


BY A, K. CAMPBELL. 


-One of the great results of our late civil war was the devel- 
opment of so much that was worthy and heroic in the Ameri- 
ean people which times of Peace never could have made 
manifiest, No country ever had braver, truer, more self-sac- 
rificing. defenders. Let no pains be spared to perpetuate 
their memory. 
Joun ALEXANDER Garrett, the subject of this sketch, has 
answered every call of his country since the days of bis ma- 


g Indian came up and addressed himself as politely as he 
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jority—was present in the last aospuines struggle with Santa 


Anna, in Mexico, was cheered with the sight of the American 


flag floating triumphantly over the land, and as Captain and 


Colonel in the armies of the West in the last great effort to 
maintain the supremacy of the old flag over our noble domain, 
‘has done no unimportant part in effecting the grand result of 
our nation saved, regenerated and raised to the foremost Kf 
among the nations of the world. 


He was born Nov. 15, 1824, on a farm adjoining the town of 


Carlisle, in Sullivan Co., Indiana. He was named for his 
uncle, John Garrett, and the noted Presbyterian divine, Rey. 


Archibald Alexander, D. D. His father, James Garrett, was — 
born in an early day of Kentucky history, in a fort near Lou- ' 
isville. The family afterward settled in Woodford County, — 


Ky., near Versailles, in one of the finest portions of the famous 


Blue Grass region. Here James Garrett married Miss Anna — 
Johnston. The Garrett family were hearty and vigorous, liv-— 


ing to good old age—the mother reaching about 90 years. 


The Johnstons were tall, very straight, fair, and rather deli- | 


cate—some of them were reputed quite fine-looking. Both 
families are believed to have been cf pure Irish descent, 


although for several generations past all foreign characteris- — 
tics seem to have disappeared. James Garrett held the rank — 
of Captain in the Indian wars of his day. In 1816 he emi- i 
grated to Sullivan County, Indiana, and with that sturdy, de- — 


termined energy which characterizes the American Pioneer | 


cleared away the forests and made hima home. He was a 


plain man, neat in dress, and of good habits, proverbially : 


honest, endowed with strong, common sense, and once having 
decided on what was his duty, he could not be turned aside. 
Col. G’s mother was a loving and devoted wife, a kind and 
regardful mother; in every relation sincere and true. Both 
were quiet but active members of the Presbyterian Church, 
the father being an elder for years before his death. They 
gave their son all the advantages of an early education that 
the country would afford, sending him to the best schools of 


Z 


on. In November, 1841, he was sent by his father to 
College. Here he had for aclass-mate Prof. Wil- 
3utler, who afterwards was killed by Matt Ward, in Lou- 


ished a brother of Ward, In 1842 he went to Bloomington 
to Indiana University. Here among his teachers was Prof. 
ob Ammen, a West Point-er, a noted mathematician, and 
accomplished drill master, 2 General in the late war, and 
man who, leading the advance of Buell’s army, at the cri- 
s of affairs reinforced Grant at Pittsburg Landing and wrest- 
from the rebels after desperate fighting all the advantages 


that severe military training in a College Company, which 
_laid the foundation for his future reputation as Company and 
B. Regimental Commander in the war for the suppression of the 
; Rebellion. Not being able to endure the close confinement 
‘incidental to student life, he was obliged to leave the Uni- 
versity, and returned to the home farm for which he had a 
‘strong attachment, and with reason, for it was a farm noted 
through the county, for its beauty. During a winter or two 


following he taught district school with success. 
In 1847, having recruited in health, he returned to the Uni- 


. versity, and was energetically pursuing his studies when the 
sound of the recruiting drum rolled over the land, and in 
June, 1847, leaving, as is told of him, a volume of Prescott’s 
Conquest open on his table, he enlisted “for the war” 
‘against Mexico—the only student enlisting—in Co. G., 4th 
“Ind. Volunteers. In a few days the regiment was off for the 
war, arriving at New Orleans on the 4th of July, and there 
taking a sailing yessel for the mouth of the Rio Grande, 
which they reached after a weary voyage. Thence they took 
a steamer up the river to Mier, and from that point they 
marched by land back to the mouth of the river via Camargo, 
a town famous as being the place where Gen. Pillow immor- 
talized his name by digging a ditch ou the wrong side of his 
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He, Ky. Butler, as Supt. of Public Schools, having pun-— 
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fortifications. | Here our young soldier got very natevOral 
impressions of the land of which he had read~ such roman’ 
description and history—a miserable, degraded people, a} 
_country—poor dilapidated towns—nothing inviting or redeem- — 
ing.’ After a short voyage they reached Vera Cruz, en deans: 
for the center of Mexico. - ; 3 


ohana but a few days at Vera Cruz, they canted up thaia 
march over the grand National Road—on a forced march to 
relieve Col. Childs, then besieged at Puebla. The march — 
through the lowlands was terribly exhausting, but was endur- © 
ed with fortitude, and after enduring great suffering from the 
intense heat, severe march and debilitating effects of the cli- — 
mate of that peculiar tropical region, the army began the as- : 
cent to the table lands, and after a few days were refreshed — 
with the mountain air and mountain scenery. Here they 
passed the picturesque town of Jalapa—a delightful spot of © 
earth which its people call the paradise of the world, and — 
with much reason. It is a place known far and wide for its — 
pretty women; its delightful climate, its delicious fruits; its — 
gorgeous flowering shrubs and vines,—even the common flow- — 
erless plants of the North here flowering with rich and almost — 
perpetual bloom, and the fruits of temperate and tropical cli- 
mates combine to enhance the glory of Jalapa;—here is per- 
petual spring, summer and autumn,—fruits and flowers bud — 
and come to perfection amidst a-profusion of fruit and bloom 
on every side. . 


Reluctantly leaving Jalapa our army marched on for Pueb- ~ 
la. The night following the army was drenched with floods 
of rain, and the cold winds coming down from the mountains 
made the sufferings of the army terrible, poorly equipped as 
they were,—without blankets or over-coats for the most part. 
The Colonel says he has passed no other night in his experience 
entitled to compare with it. In one instance a soldier offered 
a gold eagle for the privilege of sleeping in a government 
wagon. In those days Uncle Sam’s boys were poorly cared 


a 

tions were poor, and seven dollars a month was the 
neagre pay—and in all respects since then vast improve- 
ment has been made in the care of our soldiers. 
_ They passed through the old town of Perote, Near this 
town on the 9th of October, 1847, our army fought the battle 
of Huamautta. When five miles off the infantry heard the 
-guns—the cavalry, under Capt. Walker, a Texan, having en- 
gaged the enemy. A wonderful race to get into the battle 
‘followed, and the infantry arrived in time to participate in 
the fight, and have a share in the glory of defeating Santa 
Anna in his last battle of the war. Santa Anna was in a 
church steeple near by viewing the battle, and seeing the rout 
of his army made his escape. Capt. Walker had been a pris- 
oner in the hands of the Mexicans, and took this opportunity 
to avenge his wrongs. He covered the public square with the 
‘killed of the enemy, but was himself killed at the close of the 
engagement. Thence our army marched into Puebla, driving 
out the Mexican army, which had so closely besieged Col. 
Childs. The army remained all winter at Puebla, and during 
the winter had two running fights with the Mexican army— 
at Atlixco and Hascala. 

The grand scenery about Puebla, its ‘‘ alamedas,”. —splen- 
did. public gardens, blooming with a profusion of the finest 
flowers, trees of magnificent foliage, fountains; richly dressed, 
béautiful women, a people given over to love of pleasure— 


snow-capped Orizaba on the East and Popocatapetl on the 


West, grand mountains, are among the vivid recollections the . 


Col. has of his soldier life in Puebla. While there he, with 
a party of comrades on a furlough of ten days, went to the city 
of Mexico to look upon the “ Halls of the Montezumas,” and 
see the sights and wonders of the strange old city which the 
exploits of Cortez and his robber band have made famous till 
the end oftime. While here he visited the famous battle- 
fields about the city, and the scenes of the conflicts between 
the Aztecs and the Spaniards under Cortez, in the days of 
early adventure in the New World. 
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In July, 1848, he returned to his native aati and for a time — 
acted as clerk in a dry-goods store. About this time he tray- 
eled in the Green river country, Ky., and while there received — 
those impressions of slavery, (having personal ae 
the beating to death of a slave woman in the field by her ~ 
tyrannical asteey which ever after made him the steadfast © 
enemy of that institution. Thence until 1852 he was engaged — 
in business with Peter Hawk, now of Newton, and his broth- — 
er. In1852 the Garrett brothers, with Orson Willard, shipped — 
cattle through to California, Willard and family and James © 
H. Garrett going through with the cattle. While in California 
James H. married the oldest daughter of Orson Willard, and 
on the return of the parties, on Feb, 17, 1857, at Terre 
Haute, Ind., John A. (subject of our sketch) and Martha Isa- — 
bella Willard, youngest daughter of Orson Willard, were 
married. The Willard family were from New York. Gov. 
Willard, of Indiana, was one of the family. During the time of 
stay in Carlisle, previous to marriage, the Colonel had acted as 
President of the Co. Agricultural Society, and Director of the 
Vincennes and Terre Haute Railroad, having been one of six- 
teen men who had contributed $40,000 to secure the location 
of the road through his town of Carlisle. The day following 
his marriage, carrying with him the regrets of the people of his 
native county, he started for Iowa. April 18,1857, he landed 
at Burlington. Leaving his wife at Indianola he traveled 
through Missouri and Kansas looking up a home, but finding 
no place to suit him so well as Iowa, he returned and settled 
first at Des Moines. In the spring following he removed to 
Leon, and sold family groceries. In February, 1859, he moy- 
ed to Newton, making the trip with his wife and babe in an 
open wagon. Here he went into the general dry-goods trade. 

In 1861 oecurred a little matter which has come to our 
knowledge, which shows the character of the man in most _ 
commendable light. Receiving about that time a considera- 
ble sum of money, the proceeds of the sale of slaves belonging 
to the estate of an aunt in Kentucky—a matter which was 
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aly beyond his control, he turned the amount over to the 
American Colonization Society, for the benefit of the enslaved 
ace, not “wishing in any way to profit by the misfortunes of 
his fellow beings, and more especially through the oppres- 
4 sions of American Slavery. 

4 In August, 1861, he raised a company in Jasper County, 
“a which on Sept. 6th and 7th was mustered in as Co. I, 10th 
Towa Inf., Col. Perezel. Cape Girardeau was the first point 
__ of operations for the regiment—the time being spent in drill- 
ing and chasing Jeff Thompson. At the taking of New Mad- 
3 rid Co. I was the first company to enter the town. In'the 
- series of brilliant exploits here and at Island No. 10, resulting 
- in the capture of a large part of the rebel army, Co. I was 
among the foremost. The 10th next went with the expedi- 
_ tion to Fort Pillow, thence back to Cairo and up the Tennes- 
_ see river to Hamburg, reinforcing Halleck’s army on the left. 
_ While before Corinth a high compliment was paid to Captain 
_ Garrett by his fellow Captains. Word having been received 
ie that Col. Perczel was about to leave the regiment the Cap- 
_ tains of the other companies of the regiment united in recom- 
- mending Capt. Garrett for Colonel over themselves, (many of 

them being senior by letter) and over the field officers. At 
_ this time the Captain had brought his company to great per- 
fection of drill and discipline. Shortly after this, while at 
Jacinto, Mississipi, in Sept., 1862, Capt. G. was promoted to 
the Lieut. Coloneley of the 22d. Iowa. On the occasion of 
leaving, his company presented him a splendid sword as a tes- 
timonial of their esteem, and their regret at losing him as 
their commander. While on the way North to join the 22d 
he learned of his appointment as Col. of the 40th Iowa then 
forming at Iowa City. 

At the time of Capt. Garrett’s promotion Col. Perczel issued 


the following general order: 


“ HBADQUARTERS 10th Iowa va 
Camp near Jacinto, Miss., Sept. 8th, 1862. 

“ GENERAL Caras, No. 87: 

The Col, Commanding announces to the 
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regiment the promotion of John A. Garrett, Capt. Co. I, of this 7 
ment, to the Lieut. Coloneley of the 22d Reg. Iowa Vols. While 
greatly regrets the nécessity of parting with an excellent officer he can- 
not but rejoice at his well-merited promotion. During a year’s service 
the Col. Commanding never has had occasion for the slightest blame in 
the conduct of Capt. Garrett. Unassuming, even tempered, civil and 
courteous,—in short a gentleman. As a soldier, brave, faithful, indefat-— 
igable and fully qualified for his position. As a citizen, a true patriot, 
earnest and honest in his political principles. He was honored and es- 
teemed by his superiors, and beloved by his comrades and his company. 
The Col. Commanding is satisfied that he expresses the sentiment of _ 
this regiment in giving to a brave comrade this acknowledgement of his } 
merit, and in tendering him this public farewell our best wishes wil] _ 
follow him to his new position. All which would be said in his praise 
I think is presumed in the fact that he leaves but friends behind him. 
NICOLAS PERCZEL, Col. Com’d’g Regt. 
Wiuiam Mannine, Adgt,” ; 


On the 15th of November, 1862, the 40th was mustered ins 
and started for Cairo. The REP eat wintered at Columbus. | . 


During the stay at Columbus the situation of,the 40th was 
disagreeable in the extreme. The weather was wet and cold, | 
and severe upon the men, who were mostly quartered in | 
“ dog-tents,” and were otherwise poorly prepared for the 
snows, rains and chilling winds of that winter. The regiment | 
was detained at Columbus watehing Forest, who kept that 
section in lively anticipation of attack for some weeks. In 
March a move was made to Paducah, where the 40th stayed 
about sixty days, and the weather proving favorable and the | 
camp grounds fine, the regiment was drilled into splendid | 
condition, forming one of the most promising regiments of the 
army. 

In May the regiment was ordered to Vicksburg, and remains | 
ed in the rear of the city until after the capture, seer, | 
great loss from the effects of the climate, bad water, &c.; a | 
loss from which it never fully recovered. After the aaptuall 
the 40th went to Helena—thence across Arkansas to the cap: | 
ture of Little Rock. The 40th was selected to make the first 


# 
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ssing of the Arkansas, a heavy battle being expected when 
e attempt should be made. Lieut. Col. Cooper (Col. Gar- 
tt being absent) led the regiment in the crossing of the 
Tiver, and although no resistence was made by the enemy, the 
yearing of the men as they led the van against an enemy who 
vith even very inferior forces might have made a desperate 
resistance to the crossing, showed the metal of the regiment, 
and proved it to be equal to any emergency the war might 
oduce. It was a grand point gained, and was bravely, he- 
roically done; and, as later, at Okalona and Prairie D’ Anne 
and Jenkin’s Ferry, the 40th did its whole duty ard won well- 
earned laurels, so in this instance, with a determined enemy 
‘in front the regiment would have shown by its losses and by 
‘its deeds that Iowa soldiers can dare and do all when their 
_country throws them into the deadly breach. 

- While near Vicksburg Col. Garrett received the tidings 
‘from his wife, of the death of his little daughter, Minnie. His 
letters written at this time, while they show the most tender 
affection as father and husband, yet show a resignation to the 
‘stern necessities of his situation, and a realization of the fact 
that in the heart of the patriotic soldier, when the hour of the 
country’s need comes, then everything, even to life itself if 
‘need be must be given up that the sacred cause of our coun- 
try, of truth and of liberty may live forever. This spirit in our 
volunteer soldiers in the late war made our army invincible, 
and glorious in history, and scattered the portentous clouds 
of evil, that so long were gathering their blackness over our 
‘country and threatening ruin to it and the loss of liberty for 
ages to mankind. After the capture of Vicksburg Col. Gar- 
rett came home on a short leave of absence, his family still 
being afflicted with sickness. At the end of his furlough, still 
acting from that stern sense of duty which has ever marked 
his career as a man and especially asa soldier, he returned to 
his regiment, leaving (as he supposed) his only remaining 
daughter (little Annie) on her death-bed. A kind Providence, 
whose over-ruling hand the Colonel has always recognized, saw 
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fit to dispense otherwise, and little Annie still es l 
of the Colonel’s pleasant home. Again in Sept., 1864, he r 
ceived at Little Rock news of the death of his only erat un 
infant a year old. | 
_ The regiment wintered at Little Rock, no important events 
happening during the winter. During this time the regime: 
was drilled and disciplined into most perfect condition. 
camp was a model for order, beauty and cleanliness. T 
Colonel on goixg into camp issued an order for weekly inspee- 
tion, making grade depend on the condition of the barracks, 
streets, kitchen, cooking utensils, arms, &c.—from 2 to 6— 
poor to perfect. An average was struck for each company. 
A report in writing was read each Sunday evening on Dress 
Parade—especial mention being made of the highest and low- 
est companies. The means thus used to promote the efficien- 
cy of the regiment were attended with wonderful succe 
Lieut. Col. Vollum, Gen. Cauley’s Chief Inspecting Officer 
visiting the camp of the 40th with Dr. Cornell, sent word to 
Col. Garrett :—‘‘ Tell the Colonel he has the finest regiment 
have seen.” 


| 
2} 
In January Col. G. sat on Military Commission with Gen, 
Thayer and Capt. Rice, of Minnesota, both of whom have 
since been U. 8. Senators. Many important cases were tried 
by this Commission. ‘| 


On the 23d day of March, 1864, Gen. Steele’s army left Lit 
tle Rock on the noted Camden expedition. The 40th wem 
out with 875 enlisted men and 10 commissioned officers. On 
the 15th of April the army reached Camden. On the 3d a; 
Okalona, and again on the 10th at Prairie D’ Anne the enemy 
had attacked our army, and it was the fortune of the 40th te 
take a prominent and praise worthy part in both engage: 
ments,—driving the enemy before them—losing two wounded 
at Okalona and Prairie D’ Anne, one mortally wounded, ang 
six wounded more or less severely ;—three were missing o 
the route. 


The stay at Camden was very short, Gen. Steele See | 


2 


a 
1 the 26th, the 40th as part of Gen. Englemen’s brigade 


armies. During the war no more heroic fighting was 


is and labors and fightings of that march was wonderful. 


a 


the morning of the 29th the rear of our army marched out 


inceton, About noon the troubles of the retreating 
began to thicken. For days there had been no rations 


read, foraging was profitless; coffee was the food and - 


rink of the army, and now to add to the difficulties of the re- 
eat, rain set in, and the enemy, who by this time was rapid- 
bringing up his forees, attacked the 40th on both flank and 
gar. The fighting continued until the regiment came up 
ith the advance in Saline bottom. Here four companies 
ere deployed who engaged the enemy until dark. Every 
oldier of these four companies kept most vigilant watch du- 
we the night. At daylight the 40th was relieved by the 33d 
owa, and moving forward about a mile took a coffee break- 
ust. In about an hour the enemy moved in force down the 
ills and began the 


BATTLE OF JENKIN’S FERRY. 


This battle was fought in a swampy bottom. The rain had 
oured down during the previous night, and all day during the 
attle the men fought in mud and water to their knees, the 
mimunition being brought to the front on horse-back, and the 
oxes opened with the bayonets of the soldiers. Heavy tim- 
er covered the bottom, and but a narrow, bottomless road 
ed through it to the river crossing. The rebels were in front 
n overwhelming numbers. The losses of the combined ar- 
aies in the battle were over 3,000—the rebels admitting a loss 
f 2,300. 

Of the four companies engaged under Col. Garrett—less 
han 100 men—six were killed—34 were wounded and four 
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of the disaster to Bank’s army. The retreat began at 


ing up the rear of our army. This retreat, with the bat- 
Jenkin’s Ferry, forms a memorable part of the record of . 


44! ‘The sie valor of Soles enuncationid t-aieelait a 
our army from probable utter defeat and our cause _ 
South-west from a disaster fearful to contemplate. In 
battle when ordered to reinforce the left Col. G. found a panic 
fairly begun, and seven companies of men from one regim: 
retreating in disorder. But he not only led his own re 
ment; afterwards finding the 12th Kansas without a field | 
cer, and hesitating and taking a feeble part in the battle 
led it forward, and with the combined forces victorious y 
drove the rebels before him. It was after this battle that the 
boys of the 12th in compliment to the Col. said “if they had 
Garrett for their Colonel they would iron-elad him.” 
We quote from Col. G’s report of the battle as follows: 
‘“HRAD-QUARTERS 40TH Iowa INFANTRY VOL., t ; 
Lirtte Rocs, Arn, May 6, 1864. 4 — 
Carr. Wn. E. Fay, A. A.A, G. 3d Brig., 34 Div., ith Army Corps: ; 
Str: Ihave the honor to submit. the following report of the part ta-7 
ken by my regiment in the battle of Jenkin’s Ferry, on Saturday, the i 
30th of April, 1864. 
On the march, on the 29th, my regiment was in the rear, and was ex-7 
posed to the fire of the enemy for miles before reaching camp; after 
which time, besides the usual picket detail, four of my companies were” 
deployed as skirmishers, and were engaged at intervals with the enemy 
till dark, and during the entire night the most vigilant watch was kept 
by every officer and man of these companies. At daylight we were re-_ ; 
lieved by the 33d Iowa, Col. Mackey, when I moved my regiment for- | 
ward a mile and halted in the edge of an open field, facing our late 
rear, my right_resting on the road. About 7 o’clock firing commenced, 
and steadily grew warmer, and came closer, till it became evident the | 
enemy was advancing in force, determined to give battle. At 8 o’clock, | 
by direction of Col. Engelman commanding brigade, I threw out Com- 
panies B and F, under Captain Campbell, to the left and front as skir- 
mishers. They moved into the woods some distance to watch, and if 
necessary engage the enemy. t 
By direction I now moved my regiment forward to within a short dis- 
tance of the advance line now engaged with the enemy, my right rest- 
ing on the road. Ina few minutes, as directed, Major Smith, with the 
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anies, crossed the road, leaving Cos. A and D, a 


Major moved Cos. C. and I across a narrw, deep stream, passed 
an open field, and deployed them in the woods to observe, and if 
ortunity offered, engage the left fiank of the enemy. Col. Engel- 
an now directed me to move to the left and front with my four com- 
anies, H, E, K, and G, and form on the left of our forces now engaged, 
they were hard pressed. As the most expeditious, I moved by the 
‘flank. “At this time, so great a number from our engaged line were 
retreating in disorder and haste, it looked almost like a panic. On 
earing the left of the line, a force as large or larger than my own was 
retreating inline. Arriving near where the left of this retiring force 
had rested, I filed to the left, then moved to the front, till, a little in ad- 
vance of the line on the right, I halted and opened fire. While getting 
in position the fire of the enemy was pouring on my little command, and 
we were not only on the extreme left, but some distance from the 
Jeft of the line on the right. In a short time I moved my companies 
forward and to the right, joining. some companies of the 27th Wiscon- 
in, which also advanced, and of which the officers and men were doing 
their whole duty. The line now advanced, making short halts, then 
noving forward. After advancing a short distance, we began to pass 
over the enemy’s dead, and my men moved right on with a shout, pour- 
ing i in a well-directed fire on the retreating enemy. The line having ad- 
yanced a half mile or more, the fire of the enemy ceased, and a halt was 
Called. About this time the 12th Kansas came up on my left. My men 
who were out of cartridges now sudplied themselves from boxes brough t 
on horseback, which they opened with their bayonets. The Col. of the 
{2th Kansas having been wounded, the Captain commanding fearing a 
flank movement on his left, fell back some two hundred yards. 
' After half an hour’s lull the enemy, with heavy reinforcements moved 
up in close range, and opened fire again. Our whole line now become 
engaged, and firing on both sides was heavy, some say terrific. My lit- 
Je command was under a cross fire, receiving, I think the concentrated 
ire of two regiments, which, having moved by the fianks, met and 
formed directly in my front. My men were falling fast, but held their 
rround, not yielding an inch. Isent for the 12th Kansas to come up on 
ny left; it moved, but halted fifty yards short of the line and opened 
ire. Iwent back and moved it up in line, when it poured a splendid 
7 


on, to support a section of Capt. Vaughn’s battery, occupying 
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volley right into the ranks of the enemy, and thus relieved, in par 
command from the terrible fire which was wasting it so fast. This las' 
engagement lasted about an hour, till half past 12 o’clock, when the « 
emy fell back, and then withdrew, leaving our little army in posses 
of the field." I lost out of less than one hundred men, six killed, th 
four wounded, (many severely, some mortally), four captured and one 
missing; a full list of which has been reported. 

_ In common with officers and men, I regret that all my compa 
could not go into the engagement together. I may here state that my 
men had drawn no bread for five days; that they had a coffee supper on 
the night of the 29th, and a coffee breakfast on the following morning, 
some getting a little meat on the morning of the battle. =: 

It rained almost a flood during the night of the 29th and the morning 
of the 30th. . The battle was fought in Saline bottom, which was cover- 
ed by a heavy forest; mud, mire, and sheets of water were everywhere. | i 

My men fired from sixty to one hundred rounds each. N.R. Cornell, 
my Surgeon, did all in his power to care for the wounded. Lieut. : 
Baird was wounded while fearlessly doing his duty in the hotest of the ‘ 
fight. My Color-bearer, Mortimer W. Nelson, as brave a man as ever 
bore a flag, was shot in the shoulder and fell. Out of four, two Color- 
guards—Corpls. Davis and Bare—fell, severely wounded; and I regret 
to say, Davis was left on the field. Lieut. Amos commanded Co. H, © 
Capt. Sennet Co. E, Lieut. Christie Co. K, and Capt. Jordan Co. G@. 
Officers and men fought with the cool determination of veterrns, and 
with the desperate valor of men appreciating that all was at stake on : 
the result. One noble Sergeant, Simmons, of Co. H, was shot in the _ 
breast. When his Lieutenant told him the enemy was beaten, he waved 7 
his hand and died with a smile. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN A. GARRETT, Colonel commanding.” 


Gen. Engleman in his report of the battle says: ‘I must : 
‘‘ here express the high obligations which I am under to Col. ~ 
“Garrett and Lieut. Col. Dengler for the gallantry with © 
‘‘ which they led their commands, being conscious, however, 3 
‘ that nothing I can say can afford them the satisfaction they — 
‘must have experienced in witnessing the bravery of their 
‘hamen:"? 


This battle having ended the pursuit of our army by Kirby — 
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he weary, muddy mareh was resumed, and after sev~ 
y of men who had fought so heroically, the army met 


ack in their old camps. During the winter following Col. 
3 : had Bare of the time command of the post, and most of the 


ring the next six months detachments from the 40th were 
out on many important enterprises. In February, 1865, 
he regiment moved to Fort Smith. Here Col. G. again com- 
aanded a brigade numbering 5,000 men. Gen. Bussy in com- 
nd there having sent for a “ first-rate regiment,” the 40th 
| been sent. Shortly afterwards, Major General Blunt, 
having been relieved from the command of South Kansas, 
Col. Garrett was assigned to the command of that district, 

ad in the administration of its affairs again won golden 
‘opinions from those around him. Perhaps the Colonel never 
received a higher compliment than was paid to him by the 
Cherokee Legislature, as shown by the following: 


To Cot. Garrett, Commanding at Fort Gibson, Cherokee Nation, and 
_ the officers and soldiers of the Fortieth Iowa Volunteers: 


is GENTLEMEN: —I am instructed to present to you the following reso- 
lutions, written in Cherokee, of which the following is a translation: 
Let me say to you, and your officers and soldiers, that these resolu- 
tions are not merely complimentary: When the war commenced the 
Cherokees had a population of twenty-four thousand; enjoying all the 
comforts of life in this rich and beautiful land. Of this population 
eighteen thousand adhered to the Union and six thousand to the Rebel- 
ion. The Union population, by the fortunes of war, were, in the winter 
1862 and 1863, driven North and lost by disease, exposure and stary- 
ation, six thousand of their number. The Cherokees furnished to the 
Union Army two regiments of soldiers, whose character as soldiers you 
well know, being every efficient man in their midst that had not gone 
South, and a larger proportion of soldiers to their numbers than any 
State in the Union. "When these regiments were fighting with Price in 
Missouri, Kansas and Arkansas the Cherokee Nation was invaded by an 
army of thieves from the North, many of them civil and military officers 


s of endurance and sufferings, borne with fortitude 


es when nine miles from Little Rock, and were soon 
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of the United States, and soldiers wearing the uniform of the Union, and 
by them one hundred thousand head of cattle and fifteen thousand head 
of horses were stolen, aud public and private houses plundered of their 
furniture, and whole trains of U. 8. wagons were laden with the booty | . 
- and sent North; and these outrages were carried to such excess that the — 
U. §. Agent remarked in his report that the damage done by Union sol- 
iers and men was equal if it did not exceed the outrages of the Rebels. . 

This conduct was approved of by many of the officers, and the prob- 
ability is that the furniture stolen from our public schools and private » | 
houses now graces some of these officers’ homes. 

Since the Fortieth Iowa has been in command here thieving has been 
unknown by a soldier or officer, and order has been preserved and the 
people treated with kindness and respect. q 

J. W. WRIGHT, Att’y of Cherokees, 
Washington, D. C. 


Ata meeting of the Executive Council of the Cherokee Nation, at 


Fort Gibson, July 31, A. D., 1865, these resolutions were submitted and 
unanimously adopted: 


Resolved,—ist. That the thanks of the Cherokee people be tendered 
to the officers and soldiers of the Fortieth Iowa for their correct deport- 
ment while in our midst, and we wish them a safe return to their fami- 
lies and friends; and we shall always remember them as the friends of 
our nation, and as a pattern for Union soldiers. 


2npD. That the Adjutant of the Fortieth Iowa cause this resolution to 

be published in the papers of Iowa. 
LEWIS DOWNING, Acting Chief. 

Col. G. retained this command, embracing all of the Indian 
Territory and part of Kansas, until on the 2d of August, at 
Fort Gibson, the regiment was mustered out of the service 
and started for home. It Jacked but four days of being four 
years of service for the Colonel when he reached home. Just 


before the regiment left Fort Gibson Gen. Bussey issued the 
following general order: 


Pa amet gf Ate 


— 


HbAD-QUARTERS, 8D Dryiston, 7TH ARMy Corps, 
Fort Smirn, Arx., July 28th, 1865. t 
Srecian Orpers, No. 124.—Extract. 
IV. In view of the early departure of the 407TH Iowa INFANTRY for 
their homes, the General Commanding: cannot reéfrain from expressing 


“ 
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to the officers and men of that regiment his high appreciation of their 
faithful performance of every duty, and their superior discipline while 
- connected with this Division, and his gratitude for the cordial support 


they have given him in his endeavors to carry out the policy of the 
_ Government. 
» The officers and men of the 40TH Iowa have honored the positions 
Pe they occupy, and have earned the highest meed of praise that can be 
Dd estowed upon the braye men of our army. For three years you have 
“% served your country, and enjoyed the proud satisfaction of witnessing 
the triumph of our arms, and the vindication of the principles of free 
_ government. - You will soon return to your homes, and have merited 
and will receive the gratitude of the nation. That you may be as 


g By Command of Brig. Gen. Cyrus Bussey. 
- To Con. Jonn A. Garrett, Com’d’g 40th Iowa Inf. 


H. D. B. CUTLER, A. A. General. 


Col. Garrett is about six feet in height, slender, of fair com- 
~ plexion, weil-featured,—has an intellectual. brain rather than 


he has great power of endurance, backed by a resolute will. 

_ He is governed in his intercourse with men by a high sense of 
honor; and is gentlemanly and courteous to all. He has a 
a great contempt for that which is mean and tricky, and holds 
“4 in high esteem men whom he finds to be governed by pure and 


_ noble motives in their lives. He uses neither liquors, tobac- 
co, tea nor coffee. He loves good literature, and in literary 


and school matters takes an active interest. He loves home 
' and family and friends with more than ordinary strength. He 
lives at this date in Newton, where he has been engaged in 
- business since the war. Those who know him best hope that 
his days may be long, and that he may spend them in our 
community. He has served his country well; may he enjoy 

her protection and receive her gratitude for many years to 
- come. 


Newton, Iowa, Dec. 24, 1870. 


' one where passion predominates. While not robust in build - 


= 


al 
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MUSICAL CONVENTIONS. So ats 


es od ‘ 
BY PROF. H. 8. PERKINS. 


— 


The statistics of Musical Conventions in Iowa which we : 


aT eaiep 4 


have thus far been able to collect, may not be very complete, 
but the following is the most accurate data at our command. 3 
Should it be found incomplete, any and all interesting facts. 

which may be forwarded to the writer, at lowa City, will be — 
thankfully received and embodied in another article under the — 


above head. 


Further, by way of introduction: Musical Conventions, or 


assemblages of musical people, usually continue four or five 
successive days. Occasionally they are protracted tw 
weeks, and, in a few instances, from three to four weeks. 
Yet the protraction of a series of daily exercises for instruc- 
tion in music, beyond one week, does not, strictly speaking, 
or in accordance with the general custom and understanding, 
come under the head of ‘* Convention.” 

However, we shall not be thus strict in drawing the line of 
demarkation, as the design of this article is to give as full 
and complete a summary of * musical doings” as we may with 
our present information, and which may be consistently in- 
cluded in a history of Conventions or musical gatherings. 
We may also add, by way of preface, that Musical Conven- 
tions in this country date back to 1829—the first being held 
at Concord, N. H., in that year. These organizations have 
been effected in nearly all the States of the Union, and Con- 
ventions have been held with varied success, — principally in 
the northern States, however. The climax of these efforts 
was reached at the National Musical Festival and Peace 
Jubilee held in Boston, in June, 1869; on which occasion 
10,600 singers, 1,078 instrumentalists, and a large organ, 
constructed for the occasion, discoursed in the most perfect 
and successful manner, some of the grandest Oratorio, Chor- 


soi 
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uses and Chorals ever composed by the old masters, and to 
an audience ranging from 25,000 to 40,000. 

_ It is a very natural sequence that these public educational - 

efforts should find the proper elements in which to propogate 

and thrive in these Western States, which are made up of the 
_ active, thriving, go-ahead people of the Nation. 

Of this class, who are alive to the best educational interests 


private institutions; the immense outlays in the erection of 
suitable buildings, commodious and attractive in architec- 


youth, and the broad, expansive views adopted in providing 
for the free education of both sexes, prove this to a demon- 
_ stration. Wuth such a people and such resources as Iowa 
_ possesses, a branch of education so important in its details, 
| 80 potent in its influence for good, and so universal in its ap- 
_ plication will not long be neglected. 
| Of the one hundred counties in the State the following are. 
| known to have organizations for the express object of holding 
Annual Conventions. There may be others: Boone, C. C. 
S Hotchkiss, Pres’t.; R. J. Crary, Sec’y. Dallas, J. H. Strong 
< Pres’t.; E. M. Cotton, Sec’y. Davis, Rev. R. Dodd, Pres’t. 
~ Cedar, A. N. Kirk, Pres’t.. Iowa, Wm. A. Patrick, Pres’t. ; 
_ J.N.W. Rumple, Sec’y. Keokuk, J. A. Donnell, Pres’t.; J.. 
_M. Adams, Sec’y. Louisa, B. F. Coe, Pres’t. Marion, J. B. 
~ Cotton, Pres’t.; C. C. Cory, Sec’y. Marshall, Wm. East, 
_ Pres’t.; Jas. H. Roe, Sec’y. Story, John R. Hays, Sec’y. 
Woodbury, L. W. Stewart, Pres’t.; Rev. Geo. B. Pratt, Sec’y. 

4 Clinton, Rev. J. G. Cowden, Pres’t.; J. K. Kinney, Sec’y. 
In addition to the above isthe ‘“ Iowa Central Musical Asso- 
- ciation,” with Rev. S. N.- Fellows, Pres’t.; A. B. Cree, Vice- 

| Pres’t.; Sam’l. Welch, Sec’y.; C.F. Clark, Treas’r. Also 
- the “Iowa State Musical Association,” with J. B. Cotton, 
Pres’t.; H. S. Perkins, Sec’y; and 8. L. Waide, Treas’r. 

The following chronological order of Conventions date 
from 1851 up to 1870: In the winter of 1851 a successful 


a 


WY 


Convention was held at Muscatine, conducted by Wm. B. 
Bradbury, of New York; One was held at Burlington, in Oct. 
1856, conducted by; Wm. B. Bradbury; at Lyons, Nov., 1856, 
conducted by ©. M. Cady, of New-York, about one hundred © 
singers in attendance; at Lyons, 1858, conducted by L. W. 
Wheeler, of Boston; Iowa City, in the fall of same year, the 
first Convention, conducted by J. Wm. Suffern; Iowa City,in 
1860, conducted by Geo. F. Root; Muscatine, in the winter 
of 1862, conducted by Wm. B. Bradbury; Iowa City, in Nov., 
1863, conducted by Geo. B. Loomis; Iowa City, in the fall of — 
1864, conducted by J. F. Fargo; Clarence, in January, 1865, 
conducted by Mark M. Jones, with a chorus of fifty singers; _ 
Des Moines, in March, 1865, conducted by V. C. Taylor, of 
Brooklyn, N.-¥Y.; Winterset, first Convention in Madison — 
county, April, 1865, conducted by Mr. Taylor; Davenport, in — 
the fall of same year, conducted by J. F. Fargo; Clinton, in — 
October, same year, conducted by S. L. Coe; Cedar — 
Rapids, in the fall of same year, conducted by J. F. Fargo; — 
Muscatine, in Dec., 1865, conducted by J. F. Fargo; Iowa 
City, in the winter of same year, conducted by Mr. Fargo; 
Keokuk, same season, conducted by E. C. Kilburne, of Ash- 
land, Ohio; New Oregon, fourth week in June, 1866, con- 
ducted by James Whitney, of Boston, sixty singers in attend- 
ance; Muscatine, in Nov., 1866, conducted by J. F. Fargo; 
Columbus City, in the fall of same year, conducted by E. A. 
VanMeter; Iowa City, in Nov., 1866, conducted by H. §. 
chapiigliny of Boston; Muscatine, in Oct., 1867, conducted by 
If. 8. Perkins; MeGregor, week of Noy. 18th, conducted by ~ 
L, 0; Emerson, of Boston, with a fine chorus ot one hundred 
and fifty singers; Marshalltown, week of Noy. 24th, conducted 
by TH. 8. Perkins; Grinnell, week of Dec. 2d, by Mr. Perkins, © 
with a fine chorus of cighty-five voices; Newton, week of 
Dee. 9th, conducted by Mr. Perkins; West Union, week of 
Dec, 29th, conducted by Mark M. Jones, a chorus of fifty-five 
membérs; Knoxville, same year, first Convention of Marion 
county, condueted by J. B. Cotton, of Pella; Iowa City, week 
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0 ¢ Jan. 6th, 1868, the first Iowa Central Convention, con- 
lucted by H. 8S. Perkins; Elkader, Clayton county, week of 


‘Belle Plaine, in Jan. under the leadership of H. R. Palmer, 
se | Chicago ; Clinton, week of Feb. 17th, conducted by H. S§. 
_ Perkins; Waterloo, in same month, conducted by Geo. F. 
7 Root, of Chicago, a large chorus in attendance; Adel, week 
. April 19th, a fine chorus of ninety Miaka. under the 
_ direction of H. 8. Perkins; Vinton, same season, conducted 
by H. R. Palmer; Muscatine, in Sept., conducted by J.8. 
Fargo; Adel, week of Nov. 4th, by H. S. Perkins, a fine 
chorus of one hundred; Western (College), week of Noy. 
23d, conducted by H. 8. Perkins, with seventy-four members ; 
| Cedar Falls, fourth week in Nov., conducted by Geo. F. Root; 
y Wappelo, week of Dec. 7th, by the same; Tipton, week of 
~ Dee. 14th, by Mr. Perkins; Pella, week of Dec. 28th, with a 
_ membership of eighty, conducted by Mr. Perkins; Sioux City, 
© first Convention of Woodbury county, the week of Jan. 18th, 
+4369, under the direction of H. 8. Perkins; Belle Plaine, week 
a of Jan. 25th, conducted by H. R. Palmer; Wilton, the week 
- of Feb. 8th, conducted by H. 8. Perkins; Mt: Pleasant, in 
_ Feb., conducted by V. C. Taylor, of Des Moines; Anamosa, 
~ same month, conducted by Geo. F. Root,—there was a large 

attendance; ~*~ mei first Convention of Davis county, 
> week of Feb. 22d, conducted by H. 8. Perkins, with a mem- 
- bership of ninety; Cedar Rapids, week of March 26th, con- 
- ducted by Mr. Perkins; Indianola, first Convention of Marion 
e: county by the same; Montana, first Annual Convention of 
Boone county, conducted by H. 8. Perkins; Marengo, week 
of May 234, first Convention of Lowa county, conducted by 
_ Mr. Perkins; Nevada, same month, first Convention of Story 

: county, under the direction of the same ; Towa City; week of 
» July 25th, first Convention of the “ Iowa State Musical Asso- 
~ ciation,” conducted by H. 8. Perkins; Belle Plaine, in Sept, 

1869, conducted by H. R. Palmer; Columbus City, fall of 

1869, conducted by E. A. VanMeter, of Burlington; Ft. Dodge, 

8 


n. 6th, with forty members, conducted by Mark M. Jones; 
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week of Oct. 4th, conducted by I. H. Bunn, of Cedar Falls; 
Sigourney, first Convention of Keokuk county, week of Dec. 


21st, conducted by H. S. Perkins; Knoxville, third a J 


Convention of Marion counduoted by the same. 


Considering that this is, comparatively, a new section ee 
the country these Conventions have all been attended with an — 


. 


encouraging degree of success. 
—— 


BEFORE AND AFTER THE TERRITORIAL ORGANIZATION OF IOWA. 


BY HAWKINS TAYLOR, WASHINGTON CITY. 


When the Terkitory of Wisconsin was organized, in 1836, 
almost one-half of the population of the Territory was in the 
counties of Des Moines and Dubuque, west of the Mississippi. 


3 
; 


In Governor Dodge’s proclamation ordering an election for 
a delegate to Congress and members of the Legislature, he ~ 
gave Des Moines county three members of the Council and ~ 
Dubuque three, and Des Moine six members of the House and © 


Dubuque five, being six of the thirteen members of the Coun- 
cil, and eleven of the twenty-five members of the House west 
of the Mississippi. At that election party politics had little 
influence on the voters, the election turning on the local and 


personal popularity of the individual candidate. Almost 
every settlement had a town ofits own, and a new county 


mapped out that made their town the center, and that must be 


the county seat. Nothing as they felt was needed but to elect © 


the right, sort of men to the Legislature. Burlington elected 
Kinnie then, as “ Flint Hills” was the first point settled 
west of the river, and was the principal town in the southern 
part of the Territory. At that time more than half of the 
population of Des Moines county of that day was inside of 
the boundaries of the present Des Moines county. That fact, 
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the multiplicty of candidates on the Des Moines river and 
er parts of the county, resulted in the election of all the 
ncilmen and three of the members of the House in and. 
ar Burlington. 
wy, Col. Ingraham was a farmer, an old ex-member of the Vir- 
'ginia Legislature, a man of character and ability. Jeremiah 
ith, farmer and merchant; the wealthiest man in the 
county at that time, and a whote-souled, generous man of the 
# largest enterprise. But whisky finally gained the victory 
| over him, as it has done in all of its conflicts; yet there are 
_ plenty of noble, valient men come in so noble a State as Iowa, 
¢ still figting the same unequal battle,—a battle in which there 
| ean be no honor or credit, but always disgrace, and death if 
7 the battle is long enough continued; Maj. I. B. Teas, a 
a4 awyer of more ability than energy, to the counsil, and Shep- 
" herd Leffen, a lawyer of ability, and a man of high character, . 
_ who had also been a member of the Virginia Legislature sev- — 
_ eral times. Dr. G. W. Teas, of Augusta, then and now, I be- 
lieve, a Methodist preacher. The Doctor has done a good many 
- things, but was always a man of decided ability, and earnest 
in what he did. During the session of the Legislature in the 
_Winter of 1837 and 1838 he took offense at the action of some 
of the brethren in the Legislature, and smarting under the 
“supposed insult, he published in the Burlington Gazette :— 
| ““Be it known from shore to shore, 
That I’m a Methodist no more. 
G. ‘W. Tras.” 

A few years later he again joined the church, and went to 
“preaching in good, square, hard earnest, when some one had 
it published :— 

“Know ye from Georgia down ta Maine, 
That ’m a Methodist again.” 

- And he has been faithful and true since. 


David Chance, a Campbellite preacher, as rough as a bear, 
but a man of ability, and great activity and earnestness. 
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John Rig, a farmer near Fort Madison, also a Campbellite, 


and when he joined the church he was baptized face the 
foremost, saying that he never did any thing backwards. 
Dr. Reynolds, of Bloomington (now Muscatine), and Dr. W. 
L. Judkins, of Mount Pleasant, were the members of the 
House. } ; > Se 
This Legislature met at Belmont, a town owned by John — 
Atchinsons, of Galena, Ill, a telation of the Governor. The 
town, what there was of it, was made for that purpose, and 
died at the end of the session, with none but Atchinson to 
mourn its loss. ‘the people of what is lowa now wanted the 
Legislature convened at Dubuque, and there was much ill 
feeling against the Governor at the appointment of Belmont. 
There probably never was a Legislature met at any place with 
poorer accommodations than this Legislature had at Belmont. 
The position of the locality of the seat of government for the 
Territory was the a)l absorbing question with the Legislature. 
I. Duane Doty, who could stand anything but being the Goy- 
ernor of the Mormons (that killed him), represented the inter- 
ests of Madison, the present capital of Wisconsin, then a 
wild wilderness, barely mapped out on paper. Doty supplied 
himself with a full stock of buffalo robes, and went around 
camping with the members, and making them as comfortable 
as he could, until he organized a sufficient vote in the Legisla- 
ture to make Madison the permanent capital, and Burlington — 
the temporary capital, and carried the project through the — 
Legislature, much to the disgust of Dubuque. The winter 
was a cold, dreary one, and Doty, with his buffalo robes, had 
been a real blessing to the members, and he also accommo- 
dated them with town lots in the new, wild, uninhabited town 
of Madison. Lots were then plenty, no doubt. Each of the 
Des Moines county members came home the owner of from 
twelve to forty. Other officials got what they wanted. Lots 
were tLen very plenty and cheap in the Territory. 
In accordance with the pledge given by the members from 
Des Moines county conditional on the establishment of the 


se 
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nporary seat of government at Burlington, Jerry ‘Smith 
built avery suitable building on Front or Water street, near 
where Sunderland’s mills’ were afterwards built. The build- 
ie ig at that day cost Iowa eight or ten thousand dollars, 
re mn d was well adapted to the wants of the Legislature, which 

met in Burlington the 1st of Nov., 1837. At that time there 
‘were no ‘railroads; the entire carrying trade was by water or 
- wagon, and both were expensive. Early in the fall of 1837 
FS he river filled with floating ice, but it was late in the season 
before the ice blocked so as to stop navigation. The result 
was, that each thaw would bring boats up from below until 
te in December. At that day steamboats wintered where they 
ff oze up along the shore. Some winters there would be a 
F dozen or more frozen up between St. Louis and Galena. There 
[-was then great rivalry among steamboat men, in their boats 
being the first to Galena in the spring. A little after dark a 
“Doat came in one night, and before she had made fast at shore 
some one on board sung out that a mob at Alton had killed 
the “ Abolitionist, Lovejoy,” and destroyed his press. To 
this announcement there was a cheer of joy sent up from the 
crowd on shore, in which almost all joined, and no man then 
in that crowd would have dared to condemn that mob. 
‘There were many, and probably a majority present who con- 
demned the act of the mob, but the rough pro-slavery 
sentiments of the day over-awed all opposition. 


That same night, a few hours later, the new capitol took 
fire and burned down. ‘There was no insurance on the build- 
‘ing. The government afterwards paid, or meant to pay the 
owner for the building, but Jeremiah Smith, the uncle of the 
owner, went to the Treasury Departmet and signed his own 
name, and also the name of the owner of the building, and 
drew the ten thousand dollar draft, endorsed it, and got the 
“money on it and kept it. I believe it was sharp practice, 
but he only signed his own name, as he truly stated. 


After the fire the House of Representatives met over the 
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store of Webber & Remy, and the Council in a small building 
near by. . Sage 

The winter was:long and Seid. and the silane ran out of 
money and had to send a sleigh to Milwaukee for funds; in 
the meantime he borrowed seven or ten thousand dollars of 
John §. David. John was salt agent for the Kanawha Salt 
Company, at that time, and salt had sold as high as seven — 
dollars per bushel the winter before, making the owners of 
salt rich, if they had salt enough. Fitzpatrick & Co., of Fort 
Madison, had all the salt there was below Skunk River, and — 
tarmers along the Des Moines River would club together and — 
send forty, fifty, and sixty miles for salt, and then pay seven 
dollars per bushel for it. Very little salt was used in mush 
that winter, I can tell you. The ice that winter could justly 
be charged with putting a high tariff on salt. It was not 
Fitzpatrick & Co., for they were both free trade democrats, 
This was worse than the present tariff. 

The Legislature the winter before had established the 
counties of Lee, Henry, VanBuren, Slaughter (now Washing- 
ton), Louisa, Cedar, and Muscatine, out of Des Moines, and 
located the county seat of Lee at Fort Madison, VanBuren at 
Farmington, Henry at Mt. Pleasant, Louisa at Wapello, and 
Muscatine at Bloomington (now Muscatine). During this 
session there were active delegations at Burlington, asking 
for a change of county lines and county seats in almost every 
county in the Territory. West Point in Lee was represented; 
and each town in Van Buren county, from Farmington up to 
Black Hawk, had representatiyes on hand that could promise 
that their town was the very spot for the county seat, and 
there was at least half-a-dozen more towns then than now on 
the river, in that distance. E, Cook was there urging the 
location of the county seat of Scott at Rockingham; and 
Captain Clark, of Buffalo, was there urging the division of 
the county, and making one county seat at Buffalo, and the 
other at Winfield, above Davenport; and I will say here that 
I think there was about as much talk with the outsiders, then 
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1 there, at that day, as there is now at this great capital. 
-* fourpence at that time, was more than a gold piece is now 
_ with operators. There had then been no great war to ex- 
R _pand the people’s mind. It was understood even then, at 
a that day of integrity, that a consideration would help to 
_ grease the wheels of a county seat, and make them roll easier. 
ee A bill was finally passed changing the county seat of Van 
_ Buren to Rochester, the county seat of Muscatine county to 
_ Geneva, and some other changes almost as bad. The bill was 
_ 80 bad that Governor Dodge vetoed it, and the speculation 
failed, but not without some good, square, tall swearing. 
_ During the consideration of the Scott county subject and 
_ county seat bill, Quigley, a member from Dubuque had 
| Captain Clark, of Buffalo, in that county, arrested and 
' brought before the bar of the House forcontempt. Clark was 
~ one of the Governor’s captains in the Black Hawk war, a first 
oa class fighter, and a great pet witb the Governor, and Quigley 
- wasnot. When the Governor heard of the arrest he was wroth 
4 in the extreme, and I kave never heard a finer specimen of 
_ clear, square, Anglo-Saxon swearing in my life than came from 
_ the Governor; it was never excelled by Generai J. B. Brown 
~ I think, and that is saying all that can be said in its favor to 
_ an old settler. Clark was honorably discharged. Old Gov- 
ernor Dodge was too honest aman not to be a christian, I 
am sure; he knew nothing of deceit or deception, but he al- 
ways used Saxon language when in earnest. 

During the fall of 1837 the subject of dividing the Territory 
“was agitated. The following notice was posted in Lee 
county. Henry Enos, a lawyer at Fort Madison was the 
author : 

COUNTY MEETING. 

A County Meeting will be held at the house of C. L. Cope, in the 
town of Fort Madison, on Saturday, the fourteenth of October, next, at 
~ one o'clock, p. u., for the purpose of choosing three delegates to meet 
in Convention at Burlington on the first Monday of November, next, to 
take into consideration the expediency of petitioning Congress for a 


oo. sire “ANNALS OF Towa, = [JANUARY, 


division of the Territory of Wisconsin, and the organization of a sepa- 

rate Territorial Government west of the Mississippi. Also the attempt — 

making by the State of Missouri to extend her northern boundary line, 

and to call the attention of Congress to the necessity of granting ‘pre- 

emption laws to actual settlers, and for other purposes. ay 
Dated September 23d, 1837. 

In. pursuance of that notice, Henry et Philip Viele (I 
think), and Hawkins Taylor were appointed delegates. The | 
Convention met at the time and place named, the attendance ~ 
was very full, and the action of the Convention harmonious. 
They asked Congress to organize a Territory west of the 
Mississippi; to give the settlers a pre-emption right to heed 
lands, which then meant give them two years’ credit in pay-— 
ing for these lands; no one then thought of asking free lands, : 
as now; and also that the boundary question between Mis- 
souri and Wisconsin be settled. The Legislature, then in~ 
session, united in the same general petition. In answer, 
Congress that winter organized the Territory of Iowa, to date 
from May 3d, 1888. 

To-day I met my old friend Judge Kilpatrick of Mt. Pleas- . 
ant. As we always do, when we meet, we talked over old— 
times in Iowa. I said ‘‘ what a contrast between then and 
now.” ‘Yes, a great change, but is it for the better?” said 
the Judge; ‘‘ at that time every body’s door latch string was 
out; no need of locks and bolts to keep rogues or your neigh- 
bors from coming in. If you wanted your neighbor’s assist- 
ance you got it and paid it in kind when they needed your 
assistance. If you wanted to visit your friends back in Illin- 
ois, Indiana, Ohio, or Kentucky, you put all of your family in 
your wagon, took your dog and gun and started, and when 
your visit was ended you came back, and your main expense 
was ferriage. If you.wanted to go and attend to business off 
from home, you got on your pony and went, at an expense of 
about fifty cents per day; and when you stepped over night 
you got something to eat that was fit to eat. Now, if aman 
were to start off ona visit to any of these States with his 
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family by wagon, he would be put in an Insane Asylum; and 
_ if you travel you must travel like lightning, and if you get 
anything to eat you must get it running, and pay four prices 
_ for what you get, besides running the risk of its making you 
sick.” | 

_ I leave the reader to answer the Judge. I thinkmy feelings 
’ are with him, but the thing has now got too big for us old fogies; 
| we can’t remedy it; Young America has got possession. But 
a _ the innovation on the good old-fashioned singing of that day is 
é beyond endurance. If I was a young man, and the man could 
_ be found that first invented these hieroglypical crooked marks 
_ that people look at and squeal at now, in place of making 
_ christian music, such as the good old Zion tunes of that day, 
it would not go well with him. I think that I should make 
him squeal and toot the balance of his days to bats and mice, 
 asan audience. [ tell you I would walk a long way to attend 
one of those old-fashioned camp meetings and hear the good 
old Zion songs sang as then. 


RECOLLECTIONS OF THE EARLY, SETTLEMENT OF 
NORTH-WESTERN IOWA. 


BY N. LEVERING, GREENWOOD, MISSOURI. 


(Continued from page 362.) 


On the 15th day of April, 1857, a party of real estate 
agents, residents of Sioux City, consisting of C. E. Hedges, 
J. W. Bosler, S. Montgomery, and N. Levering, accompanied 
by R. Stafford, who acted in the capacity of teamster and 
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cook, left on a tour through the counties of Plymouth, Sioux, 
O’Brien and Clay, in order to examine the lands carefully, so 
that they might be.able to make judicious investments for 


their customers at the coming land sales in the May follow- 
ing, at Sioux City.. Fully equipped with ample provisions 


and camp equipage, they left Sioux City, taking a meandering 
course among the bluffs of the Big Sioux river to the ‘“* Broken 
Kettle,’ a small tributary of the Sioux. We experienced 
much difficulty in fording this stream on account of its ex- 
tremely muddy banks and high waters. Before attempting to 
cross with the wagon it was deemed most prudent that one of 
the company should first cross over on a horse to feel the 
way; accordingly, I mounted one of the horses and ventured 
in. On arriving at the opposite bank my animal came near 
miring down, and in his vigorous efforts to extricate himself 
from the mire and clay, and place his feet om more reliable 
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terra firma, he made a plunge, precipitating me, tomy own | 


discomfiture, full length in the mud, to the great amusement 
of the crowd, who shouted “ bull frog!” “mud turtle!” &e., 
while I was forcibly reminded of the fable of the boys and 
frogs; while it was fun for them it was death to me. 

“Broken Kettle” received its name from the following cir- 
cumstance: Some years prior to the settlement of the North- 
West, a party of French traders met a band of the Sioux 
Indians on the banks of this stream for the purpose of trade 
and barter, when they presented the Indians with new 
camp kettles, where upon the Indians broke their old kettles 
into pieces, from which time the stream was called ‘‘ Broken 
Kettle.” Here we left the bluffs and entered the rich and de- 
lightful valley of the Big Sioux, a most charming country. A 
short distance above the ‘“ Broken Kettle” we found Mr. 
Mills, (spoken of in a former article) who had built a cabin, 
and was opening out a farm. Te was.a young man, short, 
heavy set, ‘* with a small chance of legs,” and remarkable en- 
ergy. It was but a few years after when Mr. Mills hada 
Jarge farm opened, and in a good state of cultivation, He had 


living with him at the time a German and wife by the name 
of Klinetoph, who kept house for him. They had not acted 
-longin this capacity when little, irrepressible Cupid drew his 
_ bow with unerring aim on the heart of Mills. An improper 
_ intimacy was soon the result between Mills and Mrs. Kline- 
_ toph, which after a time became visible to the vision of her 
liege lord, who demurred and bitterly remonstrated with the 
_ truant wife of his bosom, who now had become infatuated 
i with her second love, and turned a deaf ear to the entreaties 
_ of her legal spouse to quit and surrender the premises and re- 
_ turn with him to Sioux City—forget the past, and renew their 

~plighted vows as when he woed and won her. Klinetoph re- 
_ turned to Sioux City in great distress of mind, not knowing 
_what course to pursue. In the mean time the guilty pair, 
fearing that the strong hand of the law might grapple them, 
* eame to Sioux City also. Mrs. Klinetoph took lodging at one 
hotel and Mills at another. While Klinetoph kept an eye on 
_ their movements night and day as intently as a lion watching 
for its prey, his worst conjectures were soon realized. One 
- evening, soon after night had drawn her sable curtains over 
the face of nature, and as the gentle moon emerged from the 
eastern horizon, shedding its soft rays through the fleeting 
- clouds, the injured husband might be seen crouching behind 
_ a pile of wood near the hotel, in a feverish state of excite- 
ment, watching the movements of the enemy. He had not 
lain thus intrenched long when his suspicions were fully con- 
firmed on seeing the enemy cautiously approaching the breast- 
works and enter a back door of the hotel, which opened into 
a small room occupied by the faithless frow. The feelings of 
the injured husband can better be imagined than expressed, 
as he leaped from his hiding place with eyes flashing ven- 
- geance, and a heart panting for the blood of his enemy. He 
“pounded toward the house, muttering to himself vengeance 
upon the destroyer of his peace. On approaching the house 
he cautiously crept up under the window, where he could dis- 
tinctly hear the conversation of the guilty pair, plighting 
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vows of love, &e. ‘I bees no longer able to stand such 


tings,” said K., as he leaped through the window with the 
fierceness of a Bauaal tiger, and to the great consternation of 
the enemy, who were disrobed for the night. Seizing him by — 
the throat with one hand, while the truant wife grappled the 


oa 
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other, a severe struggle ensued for a short time, when Mills . 


released himself and bounded out of the door and down the 
street like a quarter-horse. Klinetoph wrenched himself from 


the grasp of his faithless spouse, and was soon seen in hot _ 


pursuit—Mills leading the way, with the extremity of his 
linen fluttering in the breeze, while his short legs were fully 


brought into requisition, and did good service. Close in his” 


rear was a practical illustration of the “ flying Dutchman.” 


We saw them on their winding way, 


O! how they made their trotters play. 


The race was kept up for several blocks. When turning 
a corner our flying Dutchman was intercepted by some by- 
standers, who enquired into the cause of such racy conduct, 
when they were told that ‘‘ Mills bees von dam rascal. He 
steals mine frow. Ivill shust eat him up and pick mine teeth 
mit his bones.” Mills made a successful retreat, but was 
badly demoralized. Suffice it to say that soon after Klinetoph 
und wife were divorced, when Mills and the former Mrs. K. 
were married and returned to his farm in Big Sioux Valley, 
where we presume they still reside. 


While in this connection we will state that Mr. Klinetoph 
enlisted in one of the lowa regiments during the late rebel- 
lion, and was in the battle of Blue Mills, Jackson county, Mis- 
souri, where he fought bravely, and was severely wounded. 
While lying on the battle field thus wounded a rebel officer 
on horseback came within range of his gun, when he fired up- 
on him, killing him almost instantly. Klinetoph then crawl- 
ed up to him, possessed himself of his side-arms, a gold 


watch, some confederate scrip, and a plug of tobacco. At 
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the close of the war he located at Warrensburg, Missouri, 


: But to returr to our journey up the Sioux. The next day 
Fi “(the 16th) after leaving ‘ Broken Kettle” we arrived at the 
confluence of Red Rock and Big Sioux rivers. Passing up 
_ the east bank of the former stream about one mile to a grove 
. of timber, we camped for the night. This stream derives its 
ff pane from the fact that it takes its rise near the ‘“‘ Red 
Rock, ” Indian pipestone quary, in Minnesota, and from the 
i, fact that some of the stone is found on its head waters. The 
_ Indians of the north-western have used this stone for many 
_ past ages in making pipes. It is of a dark red, admitting of a 
i very fine polish; is free from grit, and so soft as to be cut and 
_ carved into almost every conceivable shape. 

Our cook spread out a bountiful supper, and after faring 
_sumptuously we gathered around our camp fire, which burned 
bright and cheerful; our company equally as cheerful, burning 
with sparkling wit and jokes, we whiled away the evening un- 

til a late hour, when we turned in for the night. The sky 
was clear, the winds had hushed their wailing sound ;—all re- 
marking, as we disappeared under our blankets, ‘‘ A beautiful 
night, a lovely day to-morrow for our journey, &c.” We 
__were soon unconscious in the arms of old Morpheus, and rey- 
eled sweetly in the dreaming world until the dawn of day, 
__ when we peeped out to greet the morning sun. What was 
_ our surprise to find ourselves enveloped in a mantle of snow 

about four inches in depth. This cool visitor met with a cold 
' reception on our part. A cheerful fire soon warmed our shiv- 
ering limbs; a warm breakfast replenished the inner man, 
when the business of the day was arranged. It was agreed 
that our teamster remain in camp, while the company take 
different directions,-—carefully examining the sections, and 
return to the camp in the evening. I followed a section line 
running north, the others going east. When I had traveled 
about two miles I came to a section corner on the bank of the 
Red Rock river. While engaged in examining the section 
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stake, as I turned round I was somewhat startled and surpris- 
ed on seeing an Indian advancing towards me, from a small 
‘grove near by, with his gun cocked and presented at my 
breast. Ihad no arms with me more than a walking stick, 
which I grasped tight in my hand. I thought at first of re- 
treating for camp, but knowing that it would be impossible to 
do so with success, I hastily resolved in my own mind to 
make the best of my situation, and summoning all my cour- 
age, with the recollections of the Spirit Lake and other Indian 
massacres crowding upon my mind, I advanced toward him, 
extending my hand and saying, “‘ how” (how do you do). He 
halted, looked at me gruffly. I advanced still closer, exclaim- 
ing, ‘*how, how,” when he lowered his gun. - I grasped his 
hand and gave it a hearty shake, while he eyed me with an 
air of astonishment and surprise. I had not more than grasp- 
ed his hand when I discovered another Indian emerging from 
the same thicket of brush or grove, with his gun in the same 
position as that of the former. I at once advanced towards 
him, extended my hand and exclaimed, “‘hew, how.” He 
seemingly refused my hand at first, but after eyeing me close- 
ly for a moment, he shook my hand and said, “where teepe” 
(tent). Ipointed to the grove where our camp was, and said, 
‘*t¢eepe in timber.” He next enquired how many white man. 
I replied by throwing both hands up, with all five fingers ex- 
tended twice, which, after the Sioux method of counting, 
would be twenty. This seemed to surprise them, the very ob 
ject I wished to accomplish. I now cast around to see if I 
could discover any of my companions. Looking eastward I 
noticed Bosler, Hedge and Montgomery about one mile dis- 
tant, standing on a bluff, and looking apparently towards me. 
Tat once pointed them out to the Indians, who, on seeing 
them, seated themselves on the ground, and in a very emphat: 
ic manner exclaimed: ‘Me good Ingin; Dakotah washta’ 
(Daxotah Indian very good). I made signs to my comrades 
to come to me, which they quickly did,—the Indians receiv 
ing them with friendly demonstrations ;—very soon ealling t 
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leir squaws, who ure from the brush on the river bank 
ittle below us, with their ponies and pappooses, and. contin- 
d their journey up the river, Knowing that the Indians 
had killed many trappers and lone persons that they met on 
he prairies, I feared from their ébaduck when I first met them 
that it was their intention to put me on their list of killed 
‘had I been alone, . 
a? We returned to camp, where we remained until next morn- 
ing, when we were again on the tramp, going north-east, 
toward the head of Floyd river, over as beautiful. land-as the 
eye of man ever rested upon. We were soon beyond the 
sight of timber, where the undulating prairie and bending sky 
seemed to blend with each other.—A fine opening to locate 
land warrants thought we, These prairies will not be settled 
-in our day and generation. Such were our speculations in re- 
gard to the future of this country; but how short our vision— 
how limited our ideas of the progressive west. To-day the 
railroad stretches out its iron sinews across the bosom of 
those ocean-like prairies, and the iron horse bounds o’er with 
lightning speed, bearing with it the products of almost. every 
elime. Where then was seen the smoke ascending from the 
red man’s éeepe, now is seen curling heavenward.the smoke of 
the cabin and spacious. mansion of the hardy. pioneer and in- 
dustrious husbandman; where then the war whoop of the say- 
age broke the monotony that reigned around, now is heard 
the cheering hum of industry; where then was heard the, thun- 
dering tramp of the wild buffalo in the chase, and herds.of 
felk with towering horns, now is heard the tinkling bell of the 
owing herds of “cattle of a thousand hills.” Those prai- 
fries that then yielded luxurious grass, fragrant flowers, now, 
jby the strong hand of industry, yield fields of golden grain. 
{Towns are springing up as if by magic ;—churches and sehool 
houses rear their lofty spires heavenward as if to kiss. the 
Murky clouds. The Yankee is there with his patents, nos- 
#trums and notions from a rat trap to a steam mill. Suchhave 
‘been the rapid and gigantic strides of enterprise and industry 
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in the North West in her onward march to sr Olistaaky and 
greatness, that we refuse to believe when our optics behold it. 

After traveling a few miles into O’Brien county, where 
there were no settlers at that time, we returned south-west- 
wardly, until we again struck the Floyd river, down the val- 
ley of which we traveled to Sioux City, passing over some 
of the most fertile and beautiful lands of the North West. 
We found but two settlers in this valley in Plymouth county, 
at that time,—A. C. Sheets and L. Hungerford, who were liv- 
ing a few miles south of where Melbourne, the county seat, 
now is. This portion of the Floyd Valley was soon after set- 
tled by an industrious and thrifty class of Germans. 

A short time prior to the land sales, Sioux City was crowd- 
ed with land sharks and speculators, among them was one 
John Irvin (commonly known as “ Old Johnny”), an frish 
Jew. He was a man of large means, small souled, and hailed 
from Zanesville, O. He made it a point to visit every agent in 
the town, and by his suavity of manners he induced them ta 
the belief that he was the possessor of a very large amount 
of land warrents, which he would locate at the coming sales. 
and that if they would show him where the best locations 
were, he would employ them to make all of his entries. His 
object was soon discovered, however, which was to secure : 
knowledge of the best lands, and then transact his own busi 
ness. Such was the rush at the sales that in order to give 
all an equal chance, it was agreed that each man be allowee 
to enter so many acres at atime. Now, as Old Johnny wat 
known to be a three cent specimen of humanity, no mere} 
was shown him; when his turn came he would invariably cai 
on some agent to be so kind and obliging as to show hit 
where he could locate a warrant to good advantage for’ 
friend. He was almost certain to be shown land in the mia 
dle of a lake, swamp, or then on the Dakota side of the Bil 
Sioux River, which land then belonged to the Sioux Indian 
Johnny’s application would be filed for the entry of thes 
lands, the next man took his place, and Johnny would g 
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eh eile or no land entered ; his penuriousness thus «preventing 
1 from getting but a fow out of the many warrants he had 
on hand located during the sales. At the close of the sales 
| Old Johnny made the discovery of bis loss of a hundred and 
sixty acre land warrant. Some one has stolen it, thought he; 
‘ accordingly the records of the Land Office were examined to 
’ see if a warrant of corr esponding number had been entered, 
iy but not being found there, he next rushed fr antically into the 
street, hailing every one he met with inquiries as to his lost 
Z property. Not being able to get track of it himself, he offered 
_ the very liberal reward of one dollar for its return! Now, 
_ some of the graceless wishing to get rid of Old Johnny, hit 
upon the following plan: He was informed by one party 
‘that he had seen a suspicious looking man offer to sella 
.. hundred and sixty acre land warrant of corresponding number 
_ to the one he (Irvin) had lost, and that the party having such 
warrant was stopping at the Hagy House. (In the meantime 
one Charles Murphy had entered a fictitious name on the 
hotel register for the occasion.) Mr. Murphy now told Old 
Johnny that he would remember the name of the supposed 
thief should he hear it, but could not then call it to mind. 
_*°Go with me to the hotel, and see if we can find his name on 
‘the register,” said Old Johnny. ‘I'll do it,” said Murphy. 
They were soon at the hotel, where Murphy carefully exam- 
ined the register, and pointed out the fictitious name as being 
that of the thief. Old Johnny was now hot on the track; 
when after searching the town carefully for the supposed 
thief, he was informed by John Hagy, the proprietor of the 
_ hotel (who had been let into the joke) that the thief had just 
left for St. James, in Nebraska, about twenty miles up the 
river. Old Johnny was soon calling lustily and im a very 
excited manner to the ferryman, who was on the opposite 
side of the river, to ferry him over, which was done, and the 
pursuer a very corpulent man with coat on arm, collar open 
and hat thrown back, was soon scen making rapid strides up 
the river. Before arriving at St James, he was informed that 
10 
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the supposed thief was seenon his way down the river to 


we 


Omaha; accordingly he wheeled about and started on a fresh 


track, and when last heard from our oleaginous friend was 


bending his steps toward Omaha one sultry day in the latter — 


part of May, blowing like a windbroken horse, but with as 
thuch tenacity of BEnpOse as when he first set out on the 
phantom chase. 

In June following the land sales at Sioux City a company 
of restless, pioneering spirits, fond of adventure and anxious 
to acquire a foothold to the then prospectively important 
territory of Dakota, to which the Indian title was not yet ex- 
tinguished, but for which negotiations were then pending 
between the Government and the Indians, left Sioux City on 
a prospecting tour in the southern part of the Territory. The 
party consisted of N. W. Putnam—a lineal descendant of Gen. 
Putnam of Revolutionary fame, I. C. Furber, A. Hartshorn, 
H. Fero, and R. Elliott, all residents of Sioux City; they 
were well prepared for the trip, having two wagons and four 
yoke of cattle, with such other necessaries as are requisite on a 
trip of the kind. When they arrived at an Indian town not 
far from where Yankton, the present capital of the Territory, 
now stands, they left their cattle a short distance (a mile 
perhaps) from the Indians’ corn-fields, and town, which was 
mostly deserted, as the Indians were out on a hunt, and went 
on foot to the spot where Yankton is now located, and to 
some other points above. They did not return until next day 
about noon, when they found that their cattle had been into 
the Indians’ corn-fields and done a vast amount of damage; 
they were informed by an old Indian named ‘‘Keg,” who 
claimed to be a warm friend of the white man, that some of 
the Indians were coming in from their hunt and it would be 
at their peril to remain longer. They hastily yoked up their 
cattle, and took the shortest route possible for Iowa; their 
direction led them close to the Bluffs, north of the road 
usually travelled; they had not proceeded far on their way 
when they discovered a party of Indians in hot pursuit on the 
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lower road. Their object was soon divined by the party 
_ which was to intercept their crossing at the Sioux River. 
_ ‘The party now pushed their teams to their utmost speed, 
each taking his turn in belaboring the poor brutes. After 
travelling about thirty miles their teams were much jaded 
and worn down; they stopped a short time to allow their 
_ cattle to recuperate their failing strength, when they again 
set out on their retreat, arriving at a point, the next evening 
4 on the Sioux river, four or five miles above the crossing, 
_ where the Indians were lying in wait forthem. They at once 
set about hastily to construct a raft, on which to cross their 
wagons; they compelled their cattle to swim the river. As 
- their raft was about midway in the river they heard the 
_ demoniac yells of the savages who were charging upon them, 
seemingly with a determination of possessing their scalps. 
_ When the savages arrived on the opposite bank of the river 
the party had landed on the Jowa side and secured their raft 
to atree. The Indians fired upon them as they retreated to 
‘the bluffs*with their cattle, out of sight and range of the 
-enemy’s fire, watching the movements of the savages, who 
deemed it unsafe to cross over but soon after left, when under 
the cover of night our adventurers hitched on to their wagons, 
drew them ashore, and in due time arrived at Sioux City with 
sealps unimpaired and their pluck thoroughly tested. 


[v0 BE CONTINUED. ] 
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THE STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF IOWA. 


ANNUAL MEETING. 


ee? Bee ee a Pe 


The State Historical Society of Iowa held their Fifteenth — 
Annual Meeting, for the election of officers, at the Council. 
Chamber, in Iowa City, on the evening of October 18th, 1870. 
The President, Hon. William G. Hammond, in the chair. 

The minutes of the previous Annual Meeting were read by 
the Recording Secretary, Capt. William C. Gaston, and ap- 
proved. 

The Corresponding Secretary read the Report of the Board 
of Curators, which was received and adopted. 

The following named gentlemen were elected officers for 
the ensuing year: . 

President—Hon. William G. Hammond. 

Vice-Presidents— Rev. William Emonds, Dr. William 
Vogt, Hon. George G. Wright, Capt. J. A. 8, Tice, and N. 
H. Brainerd, Esq. 

Recording Secretary—Capt. William C. Gaston. 

Corresponding Secretary—F. Lloyd. 

Treasurer—Prof, H. 8. Welton. 

Librarian—Silas Foster, Esq. 

Members of the board of Curators for two years—Capt. 
Thomas M. Banbury, George G. Cornell, Esq., M. W. Davis, 
Esq., George W. Dodder, Esq., Gen. Harvey Graham, David 

sriffiths, Esq., Hon. F. H. Lee, James Lee, Esq., and Charles 
Lewis, Esq. 

After the transaction of other business the Society ad- 

journed, 
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APOLOGETIC. . 


- The contraction in the size of the Annals from one hundred 
to eighty pages—a temporary measure very reluctantly re- 
Ived on by the Board of Curators for imperative pecuniary 
reasons—has crowded out several interesting papers which 
will appear in the next issue, and the unavoidable delays (for 
‘which no one is to blame unless perhaps the Editor) incident 
to a change of publishers have deferred the appearance of the 
present number somewhat after the time it was due. 

_ We confidently hope that next year the Society will be 
able to restore the Annals to its late size, and that this is the 
last time we shall have to apologize, in the capacity of Edit- 
or, for being late. 


——_+ 9 e—__—_____— 


HISTORICAL LECTURE. 


The Hon. Charles Negus, of Fairfield, on the evening of 
January 27th, in the Chapel of the State University, at Iowa 
City, delivered an entertaining and instructive lecture before 
‘the State Historical Society and the public on “* The Indians 
of Towa,” in response to an invitation from the Historical 
Society. 
The lecturer was introduced to the large and critical audi- 
‘ence of ladies and gentlemen that filled the Hall by the Presi- 
dent of the Society, the Hon. William @. Hammond, who 
‘took occasion to congratulate the Society on the happy event, 
‘and to augur auspiciously from it for the future. ; 
Although the subject chosen by the learned on atvE is not 
one calculated to enchain the attention of a promiscuous as- 
semblage, yet on this occasion the attention given was mark- 
ed, and the satisfaction expressed general. 108 
- This is the third public lecture which has been elicited by 
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the Historical Society, the first having been delivered by the 
Hon. Hiram Price, of Davenport, and the second by the Rev. 
Dr. George F. Magoun, of Grinnell, and it is to be hoped and 
expected that a practice so happily re-inaugurated will be re- 
peated at shorter intervals, and by speakers equally able and 
learned as those mentioned. 


GRATITUDE AND CONSISTENCY. 


The Editor of the ** Historical Magazine,” in a recent num- 
ber of his periodical, makes a gratuitous attack on the State 
Historical Society of lowa—saying in effect that it costs more 
than it comes to, recommending the State Government to 
withold its encouragement and support from it, and finally 
adding oracularly that it does not belong to the State of Iowa 
to pay for editing and publishing a magazine on any subject. 

We make bold to inform the ill-natured Oracle of Morris: 
ania that the Annals of Iowa, which it would seem is in some 
manner or other in his way, and which he would have our 
Legislature discontinue at its next session so that his Maga- 
zine may take its place, is self-supporting, and that his oth- 
er comments on our Historical Society are based on equally 
false premises as those which allege the Annals to be a bur: 
den to the Iowa tax payer, or in any way subject to the ca- 
price of the Legislature or Executive; and also that neither 
the people of Iowa nor their Legislature are in the habit o! 


going so far away from home for advice as to the suburban 
hamlet of Morrisania. 


When we add that this gabbling Editor, whose lofty his- 
torical name is Dawson, (which might well be shertened tc 
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40, Since like that bird his weakness seems to be for ruins * 1% 
<nowledged in writing but a couple of months before his 
nsense was published, his indebtedness to our Historical 
ciety for data furnished him in volumes worth many dol- 
fars, which he had been ineffectually seeking through other 
‘Sources for years, and that the only return he hay made us is 
‘afew odd numbers of his Magazine, including the one con- 


taining his sinister attack, his consistency and sense of obli- 


BIOGRAPHIES AND PORTRAITS, 


_ We shall publish in the April number of the Annals a short 
sketch of the life of the late Rev. G. D. A. Hebard, whose death 
occurred at Oskaloosa last December. Mr. Hebard was a 
member, and at one time an efficient officer of the Historical 
Society, and took great interest in its prosperity. 

We hope to be able to present to our readers during the 
eurrent year memoirs and possibly portraits of the late John 
hambers and James Clark, the second and third Territorial 
overnors of Iowa. If we succeed we shall be indebted to 
the Hon. Hawkins Taylor and the sons of Gov. Chambers for 
what pertains to the one, and to Gen. A. C. Dodge for what 
elates to the other, and shall feel that we have accomplished 
something worthy of commendation in being instru- 
mental in placirg in an enduring and accessible form 
the main facts in the lives of such important personages 
n the history of Iowa as her three Territorial Governors,— 


* Old towers and rvins are favorite resorts of the Jackdaw.—See works on 
HPrnithology, 
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Lucas, Ciniuiters*aind orandeana shall eh be ready tobe 
gin on the State Governors of Iowa. ne § 

In the next issue we shall furnish our patrons with the like 
ness and an accompanying sketch of the life of one of Towa’s 
most devoted historians, the Hon. Charles Negus, of Fairfield, 
‘who has collected and written more of the early history of 
Iowa than any other person, and we shall be gratified to em- 
bellish the Annals with his portrait, not only on account of 
his good looks, but also because of his good works. = 

The portrait which adorns this number is a faithful likeness 
of Col. John A. Garrett, of Newton, and that it is worthy a 
place in our pages let none deny after reading the sketch of 
his life, so well written by his townsman, Mr. A. K. Campbell. 
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YEAS 


- rical facts, it will be its special endeavor to publish, 


This is a quarterly publication, and will contain not 
hundred and twenty pages for the year 1871; with compl 
end of the year: and Title Page for binding. SD 

Its objeet is to collect and preserve in a permanent form 
nected with the early history of the State. Ofthe various 


1st. Such as relate to transactions of its early days, which ur 
to be soon lost by the passing away of the participants. > 
2d. Descriptive sketches of localities in the olden time, as- 
mal features are pictured upon the memory of observers. — 
3d. Biographical sketches of prominent citizens. 
4th. The origin, growth and development of the Jnstitutions 
State, with their bearing upon the various interests which haye 
them into existence. eS 
5th. From time to time such of the hitherto unwritten histor) 
great war of modern times as relates to the valorous deeds of 
soldiers, practicable for introduction, or which seems necessary 
serve it from passing from the knowledge of men. . 
6th. Reminiscences of early settlers of every character of fi 
taining to pioneer life. os 
To aid in the accomplishment of this purpose, contributions’ 
quested of those who have in memory any portion of the early 1 
of the State, and those having material for history, or authent c 
seripts, will confer a favor by forwarding them to the Editor. — 
The price of the publication remains ONE Donan a year, 
it is now nearly double the original size when that price was 
It is expected that subscribers will pay this moderate sunt iN AD 
It was commenced in 1863. Back numbers may be obtained — 
for the year 1864. That edition is exhausted. The numbers 
hound in paper covers, may be had for $2.00. Copies for 186. 
—68—69 may be had for fifty cents per single copy. ‘ 
The periodicals and newspapers sent us in exchange are pla 
in the Library Room of the Historical Society, bound as SO! 
umes are completed, and will of themselves form a collection 
ence such as is possessed by no other Institution of the St 
furnish to the future a record of passing events of very ger 
ITence editors of all the newspapers and periodicals publis 
the State are requested to place the ANNALS upon their exe 
All communications and subscriptions may be addressed to _ 


F. LLOYDs 
Towa € 
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